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Chapter IV

Vowels in the Interior of words,

Vowels not in contact.
48, Owing to the predominance of initial stress in Kamrupi, the loss of interior
vowels not in contact is very great., The medial vowels in the original words are dropped
out of promunciation in Kamrupi, "The tendency of the Kamrupi dialeet is to shorten
a trisyllabic word to a disyllabic one and a polysyllabic word to a trisyllabic one"
(A. F. D. § 221),

Thus kam. kumra (kusmanddka). cf. St. coll, komora.
gamthi (gulma + avastha). cf. St. coll. gomothi,
kukra (kukkutaka). cf. St. coll. kukura.
bhaara (bhramaraka). of. St. coll., bhomeri.

49, The loss of interior vowels not in contact is shown below :

ahta (sfvattha -). of. St, coll. ahat.

-a-. ami (anjana-)
usli 'projecting' (uocala~). 8£. St, coll. usala.
kasla ‘'blackish!’ (kajjala=). ef. St. coll. kasala.
kamli (kambala-).
kakra ‘'crab' (karkataka), cf. St. coll. Kekora.
sakla ‘'slice' (cakra - la ~).
nisai 'mouse’ (nikhanika). of. St. coll. nigani.
pakri (parkati-).
pukhri  'pond! (puskara-). cf, PK. pokkhara;

St. coll. pukhuri,
bakhla ‘a lump! (valkala~-).
makria (markataka).
madli 'a drum -shaped amulet' (mardala-).

makra ‘mouthful' (markara). ef. St. coll. mokora,
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-a- athra (asta dasa).
sazna (dobhaijana), cf, St. ooll. sazinid; Hin, sahijan.
balli ‘'a kind of Lish' (vadala-). cf. St. coll. barali

-i- tetld (tint121-),
pipra ‘ant’ (pipilika). cf. Bg. pipra.
khanta (khanitraka). cf. Bhoj. khanta.
-u - akni . (utkuna-). cf, St. coll. okani,
kursa (kutumbaka). ef. St. coll, kutuz,.
badli ‘bat! (vatuli-). of. St. coll. baduli.
-8 - kuri (kuhelika).
-0 - gaasa towel! ¢f. Bg. gamchia [ gi& + mocha
50.(a) In tri-syllabic words of original - a -~ appears a8 - & - in kim, e.g.
urih (uddaiéa). ef, St. coll. ursh,
ukhar  ‘'dry* (isara).
karis ‘'ladle’ (M. I. A. kadacchu).
kalah (kalaka).

sikan 'beautiful' (cikkana)
bpass
pital 'beil-metal' (pittala)

(b) -8=> -~u-~, 8.2
&pan ‘own' (appana, atmanaka). cf. kon. 3pan; St. coll. @pon.
kapur (karpata). cf, St. coll. kapor.
xagur ‘'yoking together! (sanghata).

51. Interior - & - in tri-syllabic words remains in general, e.g.
uddan (uddhana),
kakal (kabkidla)e

kapal (kapala).



but,

kapih
kadal
kapat
kuar
satal
sakhan
niar

53.(a)
kukur
sorun
xamukh

témul

(b)
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(karpasa).
(kuddala)
'shutters! (kapata)
(kumira).
teourt-yard' (catvala),
'cremation ground' (8madana).
(nihara)
(purana).
'a kind of tree! (mandara)

Interior - 1 - in certain words becomes - 3 -, e.g.
(V“i‘")o
(balivarda). ef. St. coll baladh.

'slippery’ (piechila).
' pomegranate’ (dadimbea).
Interior - u-, -1u~ in tri-syllabic words remain as - u -, e.g.
'dog" (kukkura).
'a mole on the skin' (Jatula).
'snafil’ (sambuka).
tareca-nut ' (tambula).

-l - > - i - . ..g.
as in nar-monis 'man' (manusya) cf., kon. manis.

'male person! husband' (manusya).

Interior - o -~ sometimes > - a -, e.g.

(narikela).

but in tri-syllabic words remains. ganekh (ganesa).
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In Kamrupi itself instances of dropping interior vowels with the addition

of some syllables to disyllabic or monosyllaktic words are met with, e.g.

a

56,

aghin - & > aghna ‘'one bora in the month of Agrahayana'
mayal - 3 > mayld 'one born on Tuesday’'.

bandar - @i > bandraami ‘silliness’.

rasa - isi > radssa ‘red! (a 1ittls).

bis - ila > bisla 'I fanned!'

dustu - ami > dustaai 'wickedness!',

xukur - a > xukra 'one bora on Friday'.

bhando - ami > bhandami ‘'hypcoracy'.

Vowels in contact.

The vowels in contact have besn diphthongised or retained as separatexsx vowels

by the insertion of glides; or contracted into a single vowel, The following are the

examples of diphthongisation of vowels in contact :

57.

~al->-0i-:

moira *peacock ! (mayira > * maira-)

boitha ‘oar’ (vahistha ).
-au-> ~ou-:

soukd 'an oven' (catuska). cf. PK. AP. caukka.
~an ~-> %~ gf - > -0f -

soithadina 'fourth day' (caturtha > * cauttha > * caittha),

Contraction of vowels in contact.

‘l'hc' sound groups - aa -, - ava - in the initial syllable > - a - which

again > - o0 - by vowel harmony, e.g.

kar 'corn in hand and feet' ( kaara , kadara).

kal 'plantain’ (kadala). of. Bg. kald.
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kori ‘a ocowrie’ (kapardika). cf, St, coll. kari; kon. kavadi.
logun 'sacred thread' (navé + guna). of. St. coll. lagun.

las telove' (lavahga).
abit ‘wrong way' (apa ~ vartsan).

bat. ar 'again’ (avara, apara). of. Bg. @i
alag ‘separate’ (avalagaa). of. AP. valaggs.

58. The sownd group - aha -~ in initial syllable 5> - a - ; in the final syllable)

"'8’. "‘,.ogo

par 'moasure of time' (prahars).

nanni ‘instrusent for paring nails' (nakha + haraniki).
tera "thirteen' (teraha, trayo-dasa).

gichd  'ass’ (gaddaha, gardabha).

59. The sound group -~ ava - in the interior syllable > -a -, e.z.

karat ‘saw! (karavatta , karapatra). ¢f. St. coll. karat.
puhan ‘ceremony after conception' (*pusavana, pussavana).

para tpigeon’ (* paravata , paravata).

but finally : - ava > -0, -0, 6.8.

palo 'a bamboo basket for catching fish® {palava).

kasu ‘tortoise’ (kaochapa). ef. St. coll, kasa

60. The sound group - ava - > =~ a - in initial syllable and - a - in the
interior of words, o.g.

pal 'a jewel! (prav@la), cr. M. poval® ‘coral'.

xad taste! ( # savada , svada). of. S5t. coll. xoad.
behar (vesavara).

saka truddy goose! (cakkaviéa, cakravaka). of, M. cakva.

taral sword? (taravari).
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61. The vowel group =~ au - >

pun 'straight!
xal 'a fish!
loru 'a goading stiek’

62, Finally

ikhe 'fried paddy’

dale 'the head man of a temple’
adde 'queen’

63. Finally ~7al > -~ e, e.g.
Zaue 'son-in-law'

sare ‘bird!

boine 'aister's husband'

bh. The socund group - ia - , - ia -, -ia-

kheni t pardom’

tesa in aittgsa

der ‘one and a half'
neutd, aetd 'invitation'
bey 'frog’

bebsai ‘trade!

bebasta 'arrangsaent '
bebahar 'behaviour!
dhen 'attention'

desla, desli ‘match-box'
xX8ta, xbuti  ‘'parting of hair'
bepar 'business’

dewali '111uminat fon'

."0"', G.g.

(pra-una).

(dakula).

(laguds).

-al- > -e, eo.g

(khadikd). of. St. coll. akhoi
(dalapati).
( » sahidai, mahidevi)

( * jamatyka).
( * cat@kika, cataka). cf. St. coll. sardi.

( # bhaginik® <+ pati).

in initial syllable > - e - , e.g.

> aq

( * khiami, * khyana, ksamd -

Dr. Chatterji;. cf. Bg. khexa.

‘the year before last year' ( * tiajja, trtiya).

(M.I.A. diyaddha, dvi - ardha).
(nimantra).

( * vianga, vyanga).
(vyavasaya).

(vyavasthi).

(vyavahira).

(dhyana).

(dipa + Salikid).
(simanta).

(vydpira).

(dipavali)., of, Awa. dewari
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65. Owing to the addition of suffixes - a - 2 coming together contract to

- i L] ‘o‘o

akha - ia > * aikhad > aikha ‘separate into bunches as of banana'.
khunda -~ ia > khuinda 'to thuap'

barpetid - 12 > barpeita 'belonging to Barpeta!

bhada ~ ia > bhoida ‘born in Bhadrapada'

s, Insertion of Euphonic Glides,

66. Certain sound groups resist disposal of themselves by contraction and in

pronunciation some glide sounds come in between them, The glides in Kamrupi are

L[y], (w7and rarely [h] . The glides /yJand /w7 are non-phonemic as their

occurance is predictable; /y7 occuring after [17 and /w7 occuring after

a7 . Exaaples:

xial

piah

dia

kiar

Kua

dhaha

beuld, behula

suar, suhir

tfox! (srgila). /[ xiyald
'thirst, breast' (pipisa). [ piyah/
'island in the middle of a river’ (dvipa ). [diyaJ

'prince!’ (kumara). /[ kuwarJ
'well! (kupa). [ Kuwa]
'smoke ! (dhiima ). [dn> hal. of. St, coll., dhowa7

'heroine of Manasa legend' (vipulx). / behula]. cf, Bg. bihuia,

‘a tera of abuse' (‘ﬁkara). [suwar] , /suhar].

In the word bandar ‘monkey' (vanara) - d - 1is behaving as glide.



