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PREFACE
“Change does not necessarily assure progress, but progress implacably requires change.
Education is essential to change, for education creates both new wants and the ability to satisfy
them”
-Henry S. Commager
India is a vast country with multi- dimensional diversities like languages, religions,
caste, creed, sex, customs, cultures and clothing. After all we all are Indians. “Unity
in Diversity” is the spirit of this country. Its geographical boundaries extend fr om
the great Himalayas in the North to the Cape Commorin in the South. Three oceans
embrace India from three sides. It is surrounded by countries like China, Pakistan,
Tibet, Burma and Bangladesh. Ours is the largest democracy in the world.
Development of any democratic country like India depends on the development of
all states and all sections of her people. Further development of all states and all
sections of people depend on education. Education plays an important role in the
overall development of human beings. Education helps in the development of
human consciousness. Education is also helpful to make the individuals good
citizens so that they may share their responsibilities for the development of the
country. Education as a potent weapon in the struggle for revolutionary social
transformation. Education is a liberating force, and in our age it is also a
democratizing force, cutting across the barriers of caste and class, smoothing out
inequalities imposed by birth and other circumstances. Education helps in the
formation of proper attitude, feeling, notion etc. among the individuals. Education
not only formulates the attitude but also changes the individual’s attitude positively.
After independence of our country, so many plans, programmes, committees ,
commissions were launched in order to develop education at various levels viz.
primary education, secondary education and higher education in all states. But it is a
matter of great regret that, despite various steps being undertaken made by
appropriate authorities, the rays of secondary education still lagging behind. The
progress of secondary education in India as well as West Bengal faces so many
challenges. As we know that secondary education is a stepping stone for admission in
colleges and universities. It is thus regarded as a passport for higher education. Secondary
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education in any country is regarded as the connecting link between the primary and higher
education. It is a complete unit in itself and it is a formative education for children. This stage is
considered to be the backbone of the country’s entire educational programme. It is the stage
which marks the completion of education for the large majority of students. Secondary education
is also the basis of higher education which gives the desired direction to the nation’s power. An
inefficient system of secondary education therefore is bound to affect adversely the quality of
education at all later stages. Today there is a large difference in secondary school- curriculum,
teaching, time table, evaluation system across the India. The Education Commissions and
education policies worked for it and implemented more or less which brought uniformity in this
pattern. Still there are many confusions and problems because of various boards which cover
issues of teachers, students, procedures and teaching learning process as a whole.
Keeping the importance of secondary education in view, an attempt has been
made through this study by the investigator to know the development of secondary
education. Hence, the investigator intended also to study the development of
secondary education in West Bengal since independence. The investigator hopes
that this study will be able to make some significant contributions in the field of
education.
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