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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION OF ISLAM IN MALABAR

The advent of Islam in Kerala in general and Malabar in particular is a
subject of controversy among Scholars. So the scholars of history and the
students of Kerala History are baffled in their attempt to understand the
advent of Islam,‘ due to the confused nature of written records and lack of
specific contemporary evidence. The most widely accepted conventional
view was that the conversion of Ceraman Perumal must be placed at the
beginning of 9the century A.D. But recent findings would place it in the 12"

Century A.D.

The only sources of information known to most historians like Logan,
Padmanabha Menon and Krishna Ayyar were the traditional accounts
contained in Keralolpati Grandhavaris of Calicut and Cochin and Tuhfat-al-
Mujahideen. So in the light of the recent researches it is possible to make a
re-assessment of tradition with the help of contemporary inscriptional and

literary sources.

The Keralolpati tradition says that Ceraman Perumal, the last Cera
ruler of Makotai (Mahodayapuram) partitioned the kingdom and embraced
Islam and went on a pilgrimage to Mecca. The partitioned kingdom was

distributed to his kiths and kins who were present at the time of partition. He



20
also conceived the idea of choosing two Eradi brothers namely Manichan and
Vikkiran to be his successors before undertaking his pilgrimage to Mecca.
But they were not present at the time of partition. When they arrived little
late, they found to their surprise that the kingdom was partitioned and the king
could bestow only his broken sword and counch with an injunction to "die kill
and seize" and also a plot of land and advised them to rule like the ruler of

Malanad. After making these arrangements he left for Mecca'

The same legend is furnished by Calicut and Cochin Grandhavaris.
They also attest to the conversion story of the Ceraman perumal and his
departure for Mecca. The account given by Sheik Zeinuddeen in his
historical treatise Tuh-fat-al Mujahideen with regard to the spread of Islam in
Kerala, more or less follows the same pattern of story and furnishes that a
party of Muslim Faquirs with a Sheik intended to go on a pilgrimate to the
foot print of Adam in Ceylon arrived at Kodungallur. The King of
Kodungallur gave him a warm welcome. He was made to believe the tenets
of Islam and also in the miracle of splitting of moon. He was impressed that
he wished to go to Mecca. After, having furnished all the arrangements for
the administration of the country he embarked on a pilgrimage to Mecca. On
the way to Arabia they landed at Pantalayini Kollam, Dharmafatam and

finally reached Shahar on the Arabian coast.

! Gundert, Keralolpati (Reprint), Trivandrum, 1961, pp.55-86.
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Accompanying Perumal, Malik Ibn Dinar and his family started to
Malabar to propagate Islam and to erect mosques. But on the way, the king
dangerously fell ill. He handed over a letter to the Faquir and his associates to
be given it to the ruler of Kodungallur, in which he had stated that all facilities
for propagation of the new religion might be provided to them. Accordingly,
they proceeded to Kodungallur and they began to undertake the missionary
activities to accomplish the wishes of the perumal. With the permission of the

Kodungallur Raja they constructed a Mosque there.

One after another mosques were built at Kulam, Tarfatan, Darmfatan,
Fandarina, Shaliyat and Kanyarkut etc. After the completion of their work
they set sail to Shahr Mohulla where the perumal's grave was situated.
Zeinuddin concludes that there is no certain information with regard to the
exact date of the perumal's conversion to Islam. But most probably it might

be 200 years after Hijra ie. about 825 AD.?

Logan is of the opinion that there are many accounts in Malabar
concerning the introduction of Islam in Malabar. The Mappilas assert that
their first convert had an interview with the prophet who instructed them the

tenets of Islam. The prophet is said to have conferred on him the name of

2 Sheik Zeinuddin, Tuhafat-al-Mujahideen, (translated) by Muhamed Hussain
Nainar. S, Madras, 1942, pp.35-39.



















































































































































