ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Completion of this doctoral program is made possible with the support of
several people. I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all of them. First of
all, I am extremely grateful to my research guide, Prof. D. M. Maurya, for his
valuable guidance, scholarly inputs and consistent encouragement I received
throughout the research work. This feat was possible only because of the
unconditional support provided by Sir, a person with an amicable and positive
disposition. Prof. D. M. Maurya has always made himself available to clarify my
doubts despite his busy schedules and I consider it a great opportunity to do my
doctoral program under his guidance and to learn from his research expertise. Thank
you Sir, for all your help and support.
I sincerely thank Prof. L. S. Chamyal, Head of the Department, for his
constant support and the facilities provided to carry out the research work at the
Institute. Prof. L. S. Chamyal has been very encouraging and supportive, and I
express my gratitude to him for his valuable suggestions and concise comments on
the research papers of the thesis.
I was very much privileged to learn from Dr. Rachana Raj and Dr. Alpa
Sridhar, DST Women Scientist at Department of Geology, the M. S. University of
Baroda, who consistently extended their research expertise throughout my work,
with data analysis, they were kind enough to undertake the editing work and have
been very informative regarding the eresources. I thank them for their contributions.
The thesis would not have come to a successful completion, without the help I
received from Colleagues. I would like to thank Nitesh Khonde and Vikas
Chowksey, for their help in connection with analysis of data and help in field work,
despite their busy schedules. They have been very kind and patient and always
willing to lend their help and support whenever I approached them. I acknowledge
and appreciate Mr. Pramod Bhavsar (Field Assistant) for excellent help in the field.
I am very much indebted to my family, Specially my “Nani”, my parents, who
provided unconditional love and care. A younger brother Nayan , Sister Pooja, who
supported me in every possible way and phase of my life to see the completion of
this work.
I would like to express my deep gratitude to my husband, Rakesh for his
support, encouragement and unconditional involvement in the completion of the
thesis, despite of his busy schedule. Thank you very much Rakesh.
I would like to thank all of them for their help and continuous support. I
remember the family, friends and my associates, their cooperation and inputs enabled
me to complete this work. If I have forgotten anyone, I apologize.
Above all, I owe it all to Almighty God for granting me the wisdom, health
and strength to undertake this research task and enabling me to its completion.
Parul N. Joshi

