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PREFACE

The present work is devoted to an intensive study of the
Brahmanical Images found on monuments or scattered in Chittor Fort
and some other important places of Mewar.

Its scope has been

restricted to the images of Chittor Fort and some other important
places of Mewar to make the detailed account of most of the major
and minor Brahmanical deities possible.

The material presented

here, undoubtedly, explores a new ground and opens a new vista for
further investigation and research.
No amount of words can adequately express my deep sense of
gratitude that I owe to my esteemed teacher, the Late Dr.A,R.G.
Tlwari, Rtd. Head of the Post Graduate Department of History,
Sardar Patel University, Vallabh Vidyanagar, whose constant gui
dance, able supervision, exacting standard of scholarship and
sympathetic encouragement made it possible for me to give the work

the present form.

Soon after the submission of the synopsis,

Dr. Tiwari passed away and that was the time needed vital guidance.
And this emerged from the present Guide Prof. Dr.G.D.Shukla, Head,
P.G,Department of History, S.P.University, Vallabh Vidyanagar.
During the concluding part of the study, the expert guidance from
Prof, Dr.Shukla encouraged and inspired me to carry out this work
to a successful completion.

I owe a tremendous debt of gratitude

to him.
Grateful thanks are due to Shri R.M.Desai, M.Sc,, 13.Phil.,
for his help in the photography work.

I am indebted to

Dr.S.K.Bhowmik, Director of Museums, Gujarat State, for permitting
me to undertake this research and for his interest in my work
which has never fluctuated.

M# thanks must go to the authoriti: es

and librarians of the Baroda Museum, the M.S.University of Baroda,
the Oriental Institute, Baroda, Sardar Patel University, Vallabh
Vidyanagar, Desai C.M. Arts & Commerce College, Viramgam, B.N.
College, Udaipur, the Archaeological Survey of India, Western
Circle, Baroda for providing me books and materials as and when
required,

I am also thankful to the Vice-Chancellor and the

Registrar of the S.P.University, Prof. Dr,J.M^Patel (Shekhadiwala),
Dr.M.R.Patel, Dr.R.S.Sharma, Shri Nandan Shastri and the members
of the staff of the S.P,University and P.G.Department of History,
Vallabh Vidyanagar, for extending their help in the present study.

I am thankful to the authorities of ASI, Western Circle,
Baroda, Department of Archaeology and Museums, Rajasthan. (Udaipur,
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Ayad, Chittor Fort, Jaipur, Ajmer & Abu), M.B.College Museum,
Udaipur, Baroda Museum for providing me some of the photographs
included in the present research work.

Some of the illustrations

published by the different authorities have been presented in this
study and thanks are extended to them.
I ow$ special thanks to Prof. Dr.S.G.Kantawala, Director,
Oriental Institute, Baroda, Shri A.K.Shastri, Dy. Superintending
Archaeologist, ASI, Western Circle, Baroda, Dr.Mudrika Jani and
Dr. G.M.Qza, Mrs. Indira Mafat, Prof. Dr.S.K.Patel, Shri Natoo
Panchal, for their inspiration and help especially in the trans
lation and interpretation of the Sanskrit texts In context of the
present study.
Right from my formative years in the academic field, the
valuable encouragement and constant care accompanied with me from
my parents, elder brothers, members of ray family and of course '
from my wife Sint. Rajeshwari Thakkar, B.A, LL.B, and the outcome
is the preparation of this doctoral thesis.

I thank them

sincerely.
Mr. Sheth rendered help in typing.
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He deserves my gratitude.
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