ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The successful completion of this thesis was made possible by the
encouragement and help given by a number of people, I begin by expressing a
deep sense of gratitude to my guide, Professor Dr. R.T. Pankh for his valuable
guidance His useful suggestion on occasion whenever face difficulties during my
research work of great help This thesis would not have been completed without
his unfailing support and invaluable guidance. His constant encouragement and
constructive criticism has been an immeuse source of inspiration. I am particularly
indebted to him for going through my thesis with great patience and constructive
suggestions on all aspects related to my research.

My sincere thanks to the staff of the Department of Museology. Head of
the department Dr. N.R. Shah, Dr. S. Jain, Dr R.V. Ramana, Mr. A.V. Sayed,
Curator Mr. K H. Rahevar and Mr. M.V. Rathwa.

I express my sincere thanks to Miss Z A. Sayed, Dr. Javed Khan
(Department of English, Sardar Patel University) and Professor Dhuru Mistry,
Dean, Faculty of Fine Arts, M. S. University of Baroda who have given me their
valuable and constructive sugestions which helped me look at things from a wider
perspective.

I am grateful to architect Mr. Arunkumar C Vakil who helped me by
providing information on Museum plan and house plan, of the Rathwas, Sketches
and drawing, thanks him for this valuable support.
5

My gratitude for the Rathwas who had shown me kindness and provided
hospitality during my fieldwork, especially Shri Manubhai V. Rathwa (field
assistant). I was fortunate enough.

Government Officers Mr. Vijaybhai M. Patel (Asstt. curator of
Chotaudepur Museum, Chotaudepur) and his staff. Mr. Shankarbhai Tadvi and
Mrs. Revaben Tadvi (Teachers)

I would like to thanks the villagers m the areas covered m my research for
their hospitality, kind nature and excellent help which I greatefully knowledge. I
would also like to put on record my thanks to all those artists :
Craftsman

:

Bhagudiabhai, Khokdiyabhai. Bhangi-Dhandhoda
Chhotaudaipur-Vadodara

Potters

Janglo Semol Rathwa - Kanolva, Nehahtaliu
Chhotaudaipur, Baroda.

Painters

Gambhai Rathwa - Chhotaudaipur-Vadodara

Musicians

Rupalabhai, Bhangi - Ghalvat - Chhotaudaipur-Vadodara

Weavers

Mohanbhai Muljibhai Vankar - Vsadi - Chhotaudaipur
-Vadodara

Goldsmiths

Ratilalbhai Soni - Chhotaudaipur-Vadodara

Blaksmith

Ganabhai Luhar - Chhotaudaipur-Vadodara

Basket Weams:
Tailors

Vmodbhai Rathwa - Chhotaudaipur-Vadodara
Jayantibhai Tailor - Chhotaudaipur-Vadodara

6

Meghlabhai Bhihyabhai Rathwa - Gharighoda -

Farmars

Chhotaudaipur-Vadodara
Pnests

:

Hans Tadvi - Chhotaudaipur-Vadodara
Manabhai Rathwa - Ganghoda - Chhotaudaipur-Vadodara

etc for their help These people belong to areas like Chhotaudepur (Dist.
Vadodara), Kadipam, Pavi Jetpur, Kawant, Tejghdh, Panvad, Anmbadungar etc.
Rathwa Vmodbhai, Gambiabhai, Hanshbhai Tadvi Pnest. Those who have helped
me understand pithora paintings rituals other arts, and culture.

I must mention the help which I have received from vanous peoples,
Officers, belonging to the following museum and institutes (1) Assistant Curator
Mr. V.M Patel Chhotaudepur, Dist Vadodara. (2) Assitant Curator Saputara
museum, Saputara Dist. Dang. (3) Curator Lady Wilsom Museum, Dharampur
Dist. Valsad. (4) Director, Tnbal museum and Gujarat Tnbal Research and
training Institute, Gujarat Vidyapith, Ahmedabad. (5) Bhartiya Sanskruti
Sanghraha laya, Gujarat Vidyapith, Ahmedabad (6) Indira Gandhi Rashtnya
Manav Sanghrahalaya, Bhopal

(7) Director of Men Museum, Bhopal.

(8) Museum and picture gallery of Baroda, Vadodara.

I warmly acknowledge contribution of all the different Libranans which I
visited for collecting literature on the subject. Hansa Mheta Library, M.S.
University of Baroda, Vadodara, Oriental Institute library, M.S. University of
Baroda, Vadodara, Archaeololgy and Ancient History Culture department library,
M S. University of Baroda, Vadodara, Fme Arts Faculty library, M.S University
of Baroda, Vadodara, Museum and picture gallery of Baroda, Vadodara Museum,
7

Vadodara Bhaikaka Library, Sardar Patel University, Vallabh Vidyanagar,
University Museum library, Sardar Patel University, Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat
Vidyapith library, Gujarat Vidyapith, Ahmedabad. Gujarat Tribal Research and
training Institute library, Gujarat Vidyapith, Ahmedabad Lady Willson Museum
library, Dharampur Dist. Valsad, Saputara Museum library, Saputara Dist. Dangs.

I am also thankful to be photographers who help me take the photographs,
shds of all the different occasions like fair festivals, rituals, arts, crafts,
Illustrations and Maps. Their generous assistance during my research work will be
remembered. Many thanks to Mr. Viquar Sayed and Mr. Ramchandra Singh
Parmar Mr. Rashesbhai.

I would like to thanks to Mr. D. K. Shah and Mr. Chmtan

Shah for

providing all necessary computer experties.

I would like to express my deep gratitude to all my friends, relatives and
colleagues who helped me directly and indirectly, especially Mr. M.M.
Lakadawala excutive director of ICICI Bank and his family and Miss
Rafiqasultana, Curator of Bhartiya, Sanskrutic Sangralay, Gujarat Vidyapith,
Ahmedabad, Shri Bacherbhai for their valuable help at different stages of my
work, i.e research work, fieldwork, discussions, correspondence, academic
support m preparation of this research.

It would be ungrateful of me not to mention my family for all their support
m the preparation of my annexure. Infact they are considerably responsible for
constant encouragement, mental and emotional support.

Lastly a lot of credit for my work goes to my late elder sister Miss
Zaynabsultana it was her support, help, love and mspiration that was of great
value She had taken keen interest in all the aspects of my research I have learnt a
lot from her

I would like to finally remember and thanks all the people who were of
help slips of memary are lemt human and therefore, any name that might have
been left out is certainly due to this and not a case of ingratitude

9

