Acknowledgement

This thesis is dedicated to my Dad, Prof. K.C. George. He would have
been the happiest person to see me finishing the thesis. I miss you so much Dad!
I first of all thank Lord Almighty for being so kind to me and for all the
blessings he has showered upon me all these years. I thank Prof. T. Eugene of
the Department of Economics, Loyola College, Chennai for introducing me to
the magnificent world of Environmental Economics. This thesis would not have
materialized but for the able guidance of my guide, Dr. R. Pushpakumari. My
utmost gratitude is expressed for her scientific guidance, generous advice,
excellent suggestions, patience in repeated correction and for her being so
demanding all the time, because it challenged me and pushed me forward. Her
logical consistency, direction, vision and uncompromising attitude towards
quality are deeply acknowledged.

I am very grateful to the Jawaharlal Nehru Memorial Fund, New Delhi
for awarding me a Doctoral fellowship to be a Visiting Research Fellow at the
University of Philippines, Diliman. I would like to thank Dr. Ma Lourde
Rebullida of the University of Philippines for helping me to understand the
various dimensions of Urban Solid Waste Management. To Dr. Geneline Sarte
of the Department of Statistics, University of Philippines, I will always be
thankful for introducing to me the wonderful idea of ordinal regression. I would
also like to thank Miss. Geraldine Santos, Mr.Ariel Manuel and Miss.Femilia
Honorrio of the University of Philippines for helping me during my stay at the

202

University. I am very grateful to Prof.L.Venkatachalam of M.I.D.S,
Prof.Gautam Gupta and Prof.Joyasree Roy of Jadavpur University, Calcutta for
their valuable suggestions that helped me enhance the quality of this work.

A special thanks to Mr. Sony of CMFRI, Cochin, for helping me with the
statistical analysis. I would also like to thank Mr.Balan, Mrs.Geetha and all the
‘chechis’ of the Socio Economic Unit Foundation, Alappuzha for helping me in
a very big way to conduct the household survey. I express my deep gratitude to
Prof.K.Geetha, former Head of the Department of Economics, N.S.S College,
Cherthala for all the encouragement and wishes. My warm thanks to
Prof.K.V.Mohankumar, Prof.G.Radhakrishnan, Dr. N.Madhava Menon of the
Department of Economics, N.S.S. College, Cherthala and Dr.T.Remadevi,
Dr.Madhavan

Nampoothiri,

Dr.AbdulSalim,

Dr.Rjashekaran

Pillai,

Prof.Shahul Hameed of the Department of Economics, Govt College, Attingal
for their continuous support and encouragement. A special thanks to
Dr.P.Sureshkumar of the Department of Economics, Govt College, Attingal for
giving me a better understanding of the political economy. I would also like to
thank my Head of the Department, Dr.K.Prasanna for her constant
encouragement and for giving me enough time to complete the thesis. My
gratitude is expressed to my colleagues Dr.S.Muraleedharan and Dr.Sunil
Menon for their kind advice and help and also to my other colleagues
Prof.M.L.Prakash, Prof.Rosamma John and Mrs.Ancy for their help and
encouragement. Thank you all once again!

203

All these years, I had the love and unconditional support of my family.
What kept me going during these years was the comfort and relaxing spirit of
home that, day-by-day, replenished my resources, especially the sense, vigour
and integrity of my dad, and the love, care, affection and persistence of my
mom, Prof.Agnes George. I thank my loving brothers, Dr.chandy and Johney
and my sister- in- laws, Anju and Dr.Jeena. Warm thoughts also for my nieces
and nephew: Angela, Divya and Georgie. I also thank my father-in-law,
Mr.Devasia and my mother-in-law, Mrs.Aleyamma for their encouragement and
support. Most of all, my loving thanks to my dear wife, Dr.Smitha for her love,
support, optimism, humour and intellect and for our two wonderful kids, Joann
and George. The joy of accomplishment is best shared with you all.

Finally, thanks to all my friends and past colleagues Mr. R. Santhosh,
Mr .O.S. Francis, Mr. Vipin Chandran and Mr. N. Karunakaran who in one
way or another speeded up the completion of the thesis.

Mothi George

204

