
iii 
 

CONTENTS 

Page No. 

Acknowledgement ii 

Contents  iii 

Maps and Tables iv-vii 

CHAPTER-I: INTRODUCTION 1-17 

CHAPTER II: STUDY AREA AND THE PEOPLE  18-44 

CHAPTER III: PARTICIPANTS OF INIGENOUS HEALTH CARE I: 

HEALERS AND WOMEN HEALERS IN CONTEXT 45-82 

CHAPTER IV: PARTICIPANTS OF INIGENOUS HEALTH CARE II: 

PATIENTS IN CONTEXT 83-95 

CHAPTER V: PARTICIPANTS OF INIGENOUS HEALTH CARE III: 

MEDICINAL VENDORS IN CONTEXT 96-118 

CHAPTER VI: RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATED 

WITH INDIGINOUS HEALTH CARE 119-127 

CHAPTER VII: TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE OF INDIGENOUS 

HEALTH CARE AND ITS TRANSMISSION 128-159 

CHAPTER VIII: DOMAIN OF PUBLIC HEALTH CARE 160-172 

CHAPTER IX: FINDINGS AND CONCLUSION 173-193 

Appendices  194-217 

Case Studies  195-206 

References cited  207-213 

Glossary of Native Terms 214 

Photographs  215-217 

  

 

 

 

 



iv 
 

List of Maps 

 Page No. 

Location Map of Study Area (Nayagram) 19 

Location Map of Study Area (Purulia) 22 

Map of Bhaliaghati Village 25 

Map of Darda Village 29 

 

List of tables 
 

No. Title of tables Page No. 

1.   Criteria of selecting and number of respondents 16 

2.  Differences between two field areas 31 

3.  Caste and community wise distribution of informants 39 

4.   Community wise status and activities  

5.  Regional interrelationship of climate and diseases Gender-wise 

variation of the disease  

40 

6.  Seasonal variation of diseases in thrust area 41 

7.  Rationale for tabulation and analysis of general inhabitants (non-

patient respondents) 

43 

8.  Community, age groups and educational status of general inhabitants 44 

9.   Villages of the Selected Healers Understudy: Purulia district 46 

10.  Table-10: Jhargram district 46 

11.  Rationale for tabulation and analysis of healers- 46-47 

12.  Rationale for tabulation and analysis of women healers 48 

13.   Community, age groups and educational status of men healers 49 

14.  Community, age groups and educational status of women healers 50 

15.   Age group and experience of indigenous men healers 51 

16.  Age group and education of indigenous men healers 53 

17.  Age group and occupation of indigenous men healers 55 

18.  Age group and sources of skill learning among indigenous men 

healers 

58 

19.  Educational status in respect to age group of women 

healers  

60 



v 
 

No. Title of tables Page No. 

20.  Occupational status of women healers 61 

21.  Knowledge, innovativeness and successors among women healers 64 

22.  Rate of success in different ailment categories of women healers 65 

23.  Problems of Women healers to cater their services 67 

24.   Women healers in their family and society 69 

25.  Experiences with treated diseases categories by the indigenous men 

healers inreferences to suffering period of patents    

71 

26.  Mode of Diagnosis during treatment by the indigenous men healers 73 

27.  Preparation of medicine and collection of raw materials by the 

indigenous men healers 

75 

28.  Supporting source for treatments for the indigenous men healers 77 

29.   Healers prescribing food habit to the patients during medication by 

the indigenous men healers 

78 

30.  Self satisfaction of the indigenous men healers about their 

performances 

80 

31.  Causation of diseases upon indigenous men healers about their 

performances  

81 

32.   Rationale for analysis and tabulation of Patients 85 

33.  Community, age groups and educational status of patients 86 

34.  Disease intensity of the patients 87 

35.  Learning of health care phenomenon by the patients 89 

36.  Perceptions of the patients about the cause of the disease 91 

37.  Table-37: Decision making by the patients 92 

38.   Changing treatment procedures by the patients 94 

39.  Table-39: Self satisfaction of the patients about treatment  95 

40.  of visited weekly market for selection of medicinal vendors 98 

41.   Rationale for Tabulation and Analysis of  Medicine Vendors 

(contd.) 

99-100 

42.  Community, age groups and educational status of medicine vendors 101 

43.  Age group wise learning skill among the traditional medicine 

vendors  

102 

44.  Age group wise occupational practice among the traditional medicine 

vendors 

104 



vi 
 

No. Title of tables Page No. 

45.  Collection of Raw materials by the traditional medicine vendors 106 

46.  Collection and preparation of medicines of traditional medicine 

vendors 

108 

47.  Service catering by the traditional medicinal vendors 109 

48.  for rendering service by traditional medicine vendors 111 

49.  Area and Place of rendering Service by traditional 

medicine vendors 

113 

50.  Information about the customers (patients, healers and commoners) 

by traditional 

115 

51.  Area in dissemination of knowledge of traditional medicine vendors 116 

52.  Trends of change among traditional medicine vendors  118 

53.   Religious activities in association of treatment by the indigenous 

men healers 

123 

54.  Religious practices of women healers  125 

55.  Religious beliefs, worshipping among the patients during the period 

of 

127 

56.   Ethnic variation in naming the plant in indigenous health care 137 

57.  Ethnic variation in use of plant in indigenous health care 138 

58.  Variation in observed usages among patients between two field areas 139 

59.  Learning of health care knowledge among general inhabitants (non 

patients) 

142 

60.  Perceptions in causation of diseases in health care phenomenon 

among general inhabitants (non patients)  

143 

61.  Decision making process among the general inhabitants (non patient) 

at onset of 

145 

62.  Categorization of Problems of indigenous treatment system 146 

63.  Problems of indigenous treatment system according to general 

inhabitants (non patient) 

147 

64.   Caste ranking of Darda village in 1960s 152 

65.  Notable initiatives in public health care in area of Balarampur. 164 

66.  Available local doctors and their services 165 

67.  Available of different type of medicine in understudy area 166 



vii 
 

No. Title of tables Page No. 

68.  Existing hospitals in understudy area 166 

69.  Categorization for table of knowledge about modern health care 

facilities of general inhabitants (non patients) 

168 

70.  Knowledge about modern health care facilities by general inhabitants 

(non patients) 

168 

71.  on health care infrastructure of general inhabitants (non patients) 170 

72.  Distance commuted to receive treatment 172 

73.  Transformation in diseases occurances in understudy area 187 

74.  Major research findings: comparative account from two field areas 191 

 




