Acknowledgement
As I am on this threshold to express my gratitude to all those individuals who
helped and guided me in multitude of ways towards the final shape and completion of
this thesis I realise today that I am indeed a blessed one. This work would have been
next to impossible without the small and big contributions of many.
First of all I want to express my humility to God almighty for giving direction
to my life and his strength and blessings which he continues to shower upon me every
single day and especially during the course of this work.
The next person after the Almighty who made this thesis possible is my
supervisor Prof. Manorama Sharma. She was relentless in her effort to guide me at
every step of this work and today any amount of words would be less towards
acknowledging the depth of her contribution to bringing out the best in me and of this
work. Today I place on record my wholehearted and sincerest gratitude to her for her
immense role and deep sense of involvement throughout the course of my work. Her
invaluable comments, advice and suggestions at every stage of this work have gone a
long way in improving and enriching this study. I express my deep sense of gratitude
and thank her with all my heart for guiding me with sensitivity and for devoting me
her wholesome time throughout the course of this work. Thank you very much Madam
for being my friend, philosopher and guide, in a word a true mentor.
I also take this opportunity to thank the Head, Department of History, Prof.
F.A Qadri, for his support. My gratitude especially goes to all my teachers from the
Department. I would like to mention a few of their names including Prof. Amrendra
K. Thakur for keeping his department room door always open for the many help and
suggestions I had received from him. I thank Prof. Mignonette Momin for her inputs
and her generous time during my coursework study. I also thank all the other teachers
of the Department for their words of encouragement. I thank Prof. Vanlalruata
Rengsi, Dr S.N Rahman, Prof. Amena N.Passah, Dr Cecile A.Mawlong, Dr Tejimala
Gurung, Dr Shobhon N. Lamare, and Dr Aparna Mathur for always being there
whenever I needed a word of advice or encouragement. I especially thank Prof. David
R. Syiemlieh the previous Pro Vice Chancellor, NEHU Shillong for his words of
wisdom. I also take this opportunity to thank the efficient office staff of the
Department of History NEHU for all their help and cooperation.
I take this space to convey my heartiest gratitude to Prof. A. K Baruah retired
Professor from the Department of Political Science, NEHU Shillong, for always
showering me his pearls of wisdom and his continued belief in me and encouraging
me to pursue research work.
I express my deepest gratitude to the ICSSR-NERC, Shillong and its Director
C.J Thomas for helping me avail a study-grant and also arranging my stay at the
ICSSR New Delhi twice during the course of my field work and which greatly
facilitated my data collection. I also thank the ICSSR-NERC, Shillong for allowing me
to participate in the many seminars, workshops and meet which greatly aided my
research skills. I am grateful to the UGC for granting me a scholarship for three
years under the UGC Research Fellowship in Social Sciences & Humanities for
meritorious students which immensely assisted me to finance my research work.

I express my sincerest gratitude to All India Radio (AIR) and Doordarshan
(DD) Directorates, all the Deputy Director Generals (DDGs) at both Akashvani
Bhawan and at Mandi House, New Delhi for all their cooperation during my data
collection. I also thank the Programme Executives of AIR and DD New Delhi for their
time and cooperation. I express my sincerest gratitude to the DDG North East Mr L
Lalrosanga for extending his support in directing all the AIR stations and DD
Kendras of the Northeast to extend their cooperation during my field work and data
collection. I thank the Director of Programme Production Centre (PPC) North East
Guwahati, the Directors of AIR Shillong, AIR Guwahati, AIR Nagaland, AIR Imphal,
DDK Shillong, DDK Guwahati, DDK Agartala and DDK Kohima, DDK Imphal and
all the other AIR station and DD kendras for extending their full cooperation during
my period of data collection. I also thank all the programme personnel of all the AIR
and DD Stations and Kendras of the Northeast for parting with their valuable official
documents and information to help me gather all the inputs necessary for this work.
I am also extremely grateful to the In-Charge of the various libraries I had
visited to gather both my primary and secondary data. I acknowledge the cooperation
extended by Heads of the different libraries especially of Jawaharlal Nehru
University New Delhi, Indian Institute of Mass Communication New Delhi, Nehru
Memorial Museum & Library, Teen Murti Bhawan New Delhi, OKDISCD Guwahati,
Saint Anthony’s Mass Communication Department Shillong, NEHU Central library
and ICSSR-NERC library for allowing me to access materials from these libraries.
This acknowledgement today would remain incomplete without expressing my
sincerest gratitude from the bottom of my heart to both my mother and father for their
patience and undiluted, love, encouragement, support and wisdom throughout the
course of this work. I also thank my elder sister Sanchita and my younger sister
Joyeeta for their moral and physical support. My wholehearted gratitude goes out to
other members of my family and most especially to my young daughter Akangsha who
never failed to always extend her support through her warm smile and her immense
patience to the fact that her mother was involved in her words “a very long exam.”
I most specially thank all my friends and fellow research colleagues for their
constant support and for bearing up with my many tantrums. I acknowledge their
friendship and their words of advice during the entire course of this work. I most
especially would like to thank Angela Lyngdoh, Chandra Gupta, Shayastha Baruah,
Rukchana Rehman, Akato Sema and Rahul Pegu for their help and for always being
there for me with their umpteenth words of encouragement.
Last but not the least I thank all those well wishers who were always
supportive of my research work directly or indirectly during the entire course of this
study and the successful completion of my thesis.
May God bless you all and I thank each one of you once again.
Dated the 5th May 2014 Shillong

Moushumi Dey

