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P R E F A C E

The present topic of research entitled “A survey of
Buddhist Art of Bengal from third century B.C. to thirteenth
century A.D." was taken up in the year 1980 for the Ph,D.
degree in the university of calcurta. on completion of my
writing of the thesis# I consider it my pleasant duty to
put on record the immense help

I have received from tine

various persons specially my revered teachers and institution
for the furtherence of my research.
First and foremost I take this opportunity to convey
my indebtedness to my supervisor and guide Prof. Araita Ray,
Professor Department of Archaeology# University of Calcutta.
The topic of research was advised by her. Her constant care
and encouragement piloted this research to a completion
amidst many difficulties. It was an unforgetable experience
to do my research under her guidance.
I would be failing in my duty if I do not mention about
my revered teachers Prof. b6N. Mukherjee, charmichael Professor*
Department of Ancient Indian History and culture, university of
Calcutta, who# inspite of his busy schedule has readily exten
ded his help and has offered suggestions from time to time.
I am also grateful to Prof. A. chakraborty, Director of
State Archives# Government of West Bengal, Dr. N.N. shattacharyya. Dr.

c.

Gupta and Dr. M. Mitra who were kind enough

(vii)

to extend their valuable suggestions from time to time.
During this four years I shared memorable moments
with smt. chhanda Mukherjee, smt. syamali Ray, Dr. soraenath
MUkherjee and Dr. (Mrs.) santipriya Mukherjee. Lively
discussion with them refreshed my thoughts and revealed

my

errors. I offer them my heartful thanks.
The staff of the Library of the Department of Ancient
Indian History and culture, university of Calcutta must be
praised for all the facilities they provided me with. I am
also grateful to the members of the staff of the Libraries
of Asiatic society and Indian Museum# Calcutta. The
authorities of the different museums should also share my
gratitude, for the help they extended in handling the objects
and supplying the Photographs. Last but not least I thank
Mr. A. joshi who has kindly helped me in the preparation of
the map and the sketches and sri
typed script.
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