Acknowledgement
First of all, I thank Lord God Almighty, who has made this happen
in my life and who has given me the power to believe in myself and pursue
my dreams
Firstly, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to my advisor
Dr. S. Nagarajan, Principal (Retd.), Sri Sankara Bhagavathi Arts and
Science College, Kommadikottai, for the continuous support of my Ph.D.
study and related research, for his patience, motivation, and immense
knowledge. His guidance helped me in all the time of research and writing of
this thesis. I could not have imagined having a better advisor and mentor for
my Ph.D. study. I doubt that I will ever be able to convey my appreciation
fully, but I owe him my eternal gratitude.
Besides my advisor, I would like to thank Dr. A. Tamilselvi,
Associate Professor of English, Thiyagarajar College of Engineering,
Madurai, who channelized my work to achieve my goal. It was under her
tutelage that I developed a focus and became interested in female
protagonists of Toni Morrison. She provided me with direction, technical
support and became more of a mentor and friend, than a professor. Without
her precious support, it would not be possible to do this research work.
My sincere thanks also go to Dr. Janet Wilson, HOD (Retd.),
English Department, Sarah Tucker College, Tirunelveli, for her insightful
comments and encouragement. It was through her persistence, understanding
and kindness that I completed my thesis. With her enthusiasm, her

inspiration, and her great efforts to explain things clearly and simply, she
helped to make literature exciting for me.
I would like to thank Dr. S. Narayana Rajan (Nellai Kavinesan),
Head of the Department of Business Administration of Aditanar College,
Tiruchendur, for his timely support and guidance in doing my research work
and other projects connected to it. I would also like to thank my cousin Mr.
M.C. Ramachandran, Advocate, for the technical support he offered me
during my entire thesis. I also thank my brother Dr. S. Arul and my sisterin-law, Dr. H. Kiruba Jeyasonia for their support. I also thank my brother’s
friends Er. D. Kirubaharan and Er. A. Ramachandran for their assistance.
Last but not the least; I would like to thank my family for supporting
me spiritually throughout writing this thesis and my life in general. My
parents, Mr. A. Ramakrishnan and C. Jeyaseeli receive my deepest
gratitude and love for their dedication and the many years of support during
my undergraduate studies, that provided the foundation for this work.

