
•toc)k eveey underband means to.r thwarting the tdshes Qf • 

too .Bnt!sh government and rmde.rect the attenpt to enlist 

. -Gurkhas a1 together 1neffectttal. • out of the ai:x hund. red 

. men sent by the Durba.r to the Residency tor enl1.stment1 
·-......y 
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8 enly two mggS1DUff1ns• conld be induced to enter th.e ranks• 

. and out of' sixty mEn 'Who t..~:re f;!nitd;a beto:re not c:ol"e tbnn 

· tht:rty•two indifferent reeru1ts marched tram l1'epel after 
. - ($) -. 

eoo.s1derable delay end vexation. Th1e cost the Br! tish 

govemment a sum of !O,SOO rapees. Again, dur!ng the Second 

Afghan tJar. shortly after the death of Jeng: Bahadttr. the 

Durba? s~t, at the request of the British gov·emment, nve 
. -

-hundred ·men tc .Gorakhpur reoru.t ttng depot. !lost of tbam _vere 

0 le,me end halt•) the maimed snd the blind•" seventy to ei.ghty 

per cent of thetn uare summarily ·rejected as unfit, end the 
. - . - (60) 

rest were tounct fa~ below tlle prescribed standard. 

( SJ) Qttoted in a Letter from Resident to Govemment11 
29 June .18641, ftC1 .. 11 August 1864• 11• 

(6o) . l•P•ft April 18S2r. 69•'11. Resident Girdlestane 
strongly urged·. e ·Government to raise the recruitment question 
as an tmportent political issue . vi th the Durbar. but the 
Govemmmt were reluctant, !,blj. _ • . 

·Atter Jang Bahadut:•s 4eath 1n lB7? the :Br! tlsh 
government made a stronjfu .. f"tort to 1nduce Rmoddeep Singh. his 
brother end -succassor• e more .liberal po11e,-· in tb1s regara • 

. The attempt ended 1n t ure.. Betwem 1879 and 1882, the 
mUita1'7 enthoritiea .1n India suggested •co91"01We measures• to 
bring. the Durbar to reasonJ they regretted. tfls.t the e:dstl.ng 
pract1oe of ree~tmen.t vas "ne.1ther dignified nor sat1stactoiY"• 
1'he Dul'bar took more stringent measures. The aspirants for 
Bnttsh sel!'V1c-e vere threatened with cepi tel pbll1shment. Some 
were executed. ~ February 18?9 • 243-S6J lterch 18801. 95-110; 

. l!.P-:,B,, Apr1l_l882---;-m--?1. At th1s time the issue ot Gurltlla 
recrtt1tment was thoroughly examined by the Ar=y Reorganisation 

- Commtsstan.. · 



. ' 

' Significantly enough, vhlle the British gcwemment 
D -

waxed wl)lth at the non-cooperat!ve poliey or the Nepalese 

govemment 1n regard to recruitment of the Gurkha~. th~ 

tllomsel ves were wholly opposed to •w'/ Ett~pean~ being 
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• 

(61) ~A • 

·. employed by the Durbar. But in regard to ~Indians be1ng 

-so employed1. the Govemment did not seem to have a settled 

po11ey till the close of Jang Hahadur's ~le. · Npt tnat they 

w~re utterly indifferent to this, but since nothing 1n the 

Treaty of Segowlee ( 1816) proVided against such employment 

they acquiesced. but only so long as 1 t .was done on a 

negligible scale. Thtts, whm 1n 1857 the Resident received 

the repTesentat1on of some Sikh soldiers·tn tho Nepalesc:t 

al"!lY of the1 r being ttnfavonrsbly treoted by tho. Nepalese . . 

govemnent..-. Lord .1.)alhous1e ro~sad to raise the 1saae with . . 
J.ang Bahadu.r. He, he~d thay 

•It the :service wsra a t.empt1ng one, it would be 
Impossible to prevent the Sikhs b:om seeking 1t1 

. and· $-f _1 t continues 11hnt 1 t has -appea.:red to ~-.,. r that 1s. the unfavourable t?eatment of thesu 
there 1. s no fear of the1 r doing so. tt ( 62) · 

on the other hand, 1n 1872. JGllg B$P..dur was strongly 
• 

urged by th9'.Bl'1t1sh government to desist from .enlisting 
. . . ( 63) ' . 

the Sikhs of the violent Kooka sect. GenerallY spaa!dng. 

(61) 

- (62) 
113-4. 

p.c •• .24 June mm,. 104--6. 
Oovernor-Ganerel t s note. .f.c,., 23 J anttat'3' l8S1 ~ . . 

· ( 63) J:1P·~· . F.ebrne.lT 1872. m-49. J eng Behadttr not 
only d.1sm1ssed them bat took measures to tum them a.wB1f .f'ront 
Nepal atthongh General Babe.r Jang,. his ta.vonr1te son,. 

· requested h1m to .allow the Kookas to set up a shrine at · 
Kathmandu. 



. 
the· Nepalese govemment, as a matter ot national pcllcy. • 

did not encourage all ens in the! r army. sl though both in 

Bblm ,s,ri's snd Jang Beb94ur's t1me, a few Hindusi;tf~i~f"' 

and. somo S11dle were Qlll"'loyed as drJ.ll masters and artificers 
(64)~ ~· 

1n the magazines • 
. ,·' 

!snlatJm. ot, ~~!!§.. Ru.~elA 
It ls s'!ngnla.r to note that the Br1t1sh were ever 

• 
careful to keep the Gtlrkbas .lsolo.teCl from the rest ot the 

Indtan troops. The Gu:rkhas bore an innate sense of S$Pa.rate-
. ' ' . (65) . . . 
ness from the latter. ascr1bable to the 1nsu:lar1ty o~ the1Jt 

. .. . . . . 

·a· product ·alike of geograpby end ,national tradition as ,-:.. "' 

policy o"f their home €:overnment. The special treatment of 

the British meted on{.to these soldiers,· the great favour 
. . 

theY were alwa:vs shO"r..n. their lodgem.ent 1n et)lantes 
. . . . . .. .. . (66) . . . 
exclusively reserved for them., conb1ned. w1 th the deliberate . . . 

( 64). .·Resident to Govemment,. 23 November 18?1.. Jb1~· 

During the Gurkha-Tibe-tan liar ( 1855-6) .. a· Sitch 
Corps of .104 soldiers was employed 1n the nepal al"!'DY• 
co:nm~Qatt. K!~@,.Khfi• imSL ~hm~· !!1PA-1ter df&lll!s ~ 
tltie )9 l'!E• t~e !in in sam. e eg!sters in this otfice ,~ 
name o one M~or .Hearses- as the Commander of the small 
cavalry _tm1t tormed. dul'ing Jeng Babeilur' s rule. 

-( 65) Jtodgson' s M.~orB!!t!Qm• :n.l?J Vans! ttart. n. 11 85. 
( 66) !he Qu.rkha battal1G88 baa permS.nent cantonmmts 

1n the bU1eJ tbe7 vera not t rensferred like other ·regiments 
·rrom stat1an to station._ E. Cmdler. The SeeRJ (London,_ 
19]9) ·19 •. , . - . - . 



potiey of never giving their command to the Indians .. all. 

these accentuated their exclusive tempersmen.t. to the 

Other hand• no· ·effortpv~ spared to bring thati·. close to 
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·· the Dl'i t1sb troops end the ·nr1 tish offi.Cers ~ Tho best . 

·Officers were attncbed to them. The t-relfare. of the Gu:rkhas . . . 
was the foremost ~d favourite care of tho high l'l1i1 tar:r 

. . 
~thortt1es 1n India.. "Pttl':posely the Indian govemmmt 

_· . ·.. ' ' . . . .(67) 
· ha.ve elloweCf. -thom to become a. cult, n. service apart.•. Th~ 

were regar4Gd. r.Uyoys c..t. ~ ~J .s :::s the most ·dependable,. the 
. ' 

very croom, the "!1.~111 sepunds,s" of the Indian army. Th1·s 
I . . 

' i"osterGd 'the13!' .innate sense 0~ superiority over the :rest 

:oi~'ftll.e. lnc11un troops:J and p reventcd. the -g~~h of-.nttachment 
.,.1 - ' ' • 

between· them. They we~"altvtWa --~ega.l;ded_ as an effective · 
. . :. ~-~· . '- - ---.:;:, " ....... ··~ .... :·,--... .... _ . . 

counterpoise to the Indian troops, end as a safety v:atve .e.::,,c-::1. 
' ( 68) . .~ ~ 

.against a mutinY by the lfJ.tter, A high authority test1fi.ed . ' ' 

. ·· _ ( 6?) G. Ua~.qnn •. Tl;e~Mat~1al Bee2s of ~~elf,~ (Londm~• 
~·4·) ]9~··· ·.' . .. \ 

(68) "Ever eince.we had first raised the Na~s1r1 
battalion end the Si rmoor end the Kamaon ·battalion 1n 1S15• 
1 t ha.d been. agreed. pemaps ~rnd.aely • tbat Gurkha regiments. 
1n cur service would. never be officered by Indians. For 
one band~ and thirty odd years that rule has been ca.refttl17 
ke}'t •••• · TllUs the Gurkha. connection,. though. 1t be:s been · · 
through. the Indian rum,y. has been· with ·Britain. end always 
w1 tb ·the British rather than with India. It may b~, that 
'tieeau.se of this, the men regarded themselves as belonging 
to a force ~art from the lndla~ a~•••• In tact they came 
to. look .UPCil themselves as beiJ:ig in India. rather as British 
troops were in India, as mercenar1os to_ see that the Indians 
d.1d' not molest each -other ·•••• The British Gurkha regiments 
had clo;e afl111ationa with British regiments and the year 
l"Otllld. telegrams ot greeting sped back end forth ·between 
Gurkhas end the Brltish •••• Thns whmever progressive stq:.s 

( contd. on. next page) 



to this thuc ./J . ' . . 
ttthe1:r lack ·of interest 1n Brebman!e:al holSness 
and.m enti•l}r.l.tish intrigue ana hatrer! is the 
despalt- of those subtle brains wo fish 1n 
troubled waters snd \$o woUld .,so--·discord at f!N1 
price.• ( 69). ~ · 

• 

to Ind1en1se the Indian a:mw wre takEil by· increasing the 
nwnber or· Indian of'fteers 1n on1 ts, the Gnrkha brigade was 
spee1ftcel.lf .. etccluded from the scheme and remained intact 
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wtt~ their .Br1t1sb officers. No wrJ.ttm premise ·was ever 
made to the Gurkhas except perhaps by Lord L1nl1tbgov to the 
Meha.re3a of .Nepal• but the rule was well F!own throughout the 
IndJ.en, a1"ffS3' that Ind!ens woUld .not be pospt as officers to · 
Gnrkbe. battalions.• Lt. General Sir F,. Tuker ( l!lbo was associa• 
ted tor man,- years lit1 th tlle Gurkha ba.ttal1cns) • Wf!JlP~ .. I.1f!!!!oty;· 
~el'\fg, (Londo.'l, ·1900) 651. . 

· •Speak1ng general]$• it may be said that the bUlk 
of the Gurkha tribes are 1n no great qmpa..tby with the . races · 
ot India., snd tn the- a.It~tY would fal" ro.ther associate w1 tb the 
EU:roP.eert soldiers than with other Ettropeen tr:cops.• lle.ctlttnn. 
n. -~. 19,5.. "'"""' ?. "· 

. (69) JbU•• 199. lt vas politically wise to recru1t 
the Gurkhas ·m la.J"ge nwnberss 

• ••• tbe more Gurkhas ve have in our serv1 ce, 
the saler we should be.• Boulgsr. n. 32, 65. 


