Preface and Acknowledgement
The structure, development and the role of healthcare sector in post-1947 India has
been for some time an area of academic interest.
Social scientists from all over have been opening up new dimensions on various
aspects of social history of medicine and have looked into the social, economic and
political basis of health sector organization. And the development and growth of the
Indian healthcare sector (both private and public) has been widely discussed from
various angles. Though the health and healthcare scenario in the colonial Bengal has
commanded scholarly attention, there was a striking dearth of research on this issue in
post-Independence Bengal (West Bengal). And Kolkata (Calcutta), the metropolitan
component of the state of West Bengal, has been no exception. Apart from certain
official documents, Government manuals, newspaper reports and some articles on
medical journals, there has been hardly any serious historical effort focusing on the
issue of healthcare in post-Independence Kolkata. Yet statistical data on public
healthcare exist in Government records and documents, although the data fall severely
short in terms of quantity, quality and range.
It is with the object of filling the existing vacuum that I, the present researcher,
undertook to trace the growth of healthcare institutions in Kolkata during the postIndependence period. There were essentially three reasons for my zeroing in on
Kolkata:
(i)

Doing a similar study for West Bengal as a whole would be immeasurably
difficult, if not impossible, for a normal Ph.D. tenure.

(ii)

Kolkata, as one of the leading metropolises of independent India, offered a
sufficiently rich field for study.

(iii)

Being based in Kolkata offered many obvious advantages.

In following the developments it became apparent that there was a radical and
fascinating change in the pattern and profile of private healthcare in the post
Independence period – from 1947 to the present. And this phenomenon therefore was
chosen the subject of inquiry. The researcher has found that it is not only possible to

understand and analyse the changes in the nature and scope of private healthcare in
Kolkata but that doing so is essential for anyone interested in health history and
policy. I, aided by my supervisor, have tried my best. Whether my efforts have really
succeeded in illuminating an important aspect of our post-Independence past is for
others to decide.
In pursuing my inquiry, I have found help in many quarters. I would like to express
my sincerest gratitude to my supervisor Dr. Kunal Chattopadhyay, Professor,
Department of Comparative Literature, (formerly in the Department of History)
Jadavpur University for his guidance and invaluable suggestions and the moral
support which had helped me immensely in completing my thesis. The discussions
which I had with him and the inputs, which he gave me, have been the building blocks
of my work.
Words are inadequate to express my obligations to Dr. Shantanu Chacraverti,
Historian of Science and Environmental Activist for the continuous guidance and
support which he had given me throughout my thesis. The exchange of ideas with him
in every step and also the extremely helpful suggestions rendered by him proved to be
pivotal towards the success of my thesis.
Special mention must be made of Dr. Prasanta Ray, Emeritus Professor, Department
of Political Science and Department of Sociology, Presidency College, Kolkata and
Honorary Visiting Professor, Institute of Development Studies, Kolkata for his
precious suggestions and his continuous help, which had gone a long way in finetuning my thesis.
I would like to thank Rabindra Nath Bose, Assistant Professor (Retired), Department
of Political Science, Presidency College, Kolkata for his guidance and also helping
me in obtaining valuable data.
I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to my father-in-law Late Dr. Sankar
Narayan Chaudhuri whose continuous guidance, support and precious suggestions had
gone a long way in value addition of my thesis. Although he is no longer with us, I am

sure he would have been one of the happiest persons because of the successful
completion of my thesis.
My sincere thanks to Dr. G.P. Shandilya, Medical Practitioner, Kolkata for his advice
and useful insights.
I should acknowledge my debt to Dr. Amitabha Chakrabarti, Consultant CardioThoracic Surgeon, Woodlands Hospital and Rabindra Nath Tagore International
Institute of Cardiac Sciences. I also wish to thank Shri Siddhartha Sankar Ray,
Librarian, Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, for discussing many contemporary
issues on health and health care.I also desire to express my obligations to Smt Swati
Bhattacharya, Assistant Editor, Anadabazar Patrika Private Limited, Prof Anup Roy,
Medical Superintendent and Vice-President (MSVP), Calcutta Medical College &
Hospital. Ms. Banani Ray, Librarian, Departmental Library, Department of History,
Jadavpur University deserves special thanks. I take the opportunity to express my
gratitude to Dr. Gouripada Dutta, Chairman, Standing Committee on Health & Family
Welfare, West Bengal Legislative Assembly and to Shri Aloke Kumar
Mukherjee,Advisor (HMIS), State & Family Welfare Samity, Department of Health
& Family Welfare. Ms. Nanda of ‘People’s for Better Treatment’- a N.G.O, run by
U.S. based Doctor Kunal Saha had immensely helped me to collect lots of data on
health care corruption and abuse. Somdatta Maity, my junior in the Department of
History, Jadavpur University,helped me in collecting the newspaper reports from
National Library Archives.
I am grateful to all the staff of Swasthya Bhaban, Kolkata, all the administrators,
owners, managers, nurses, attendants, receptionists, health activists & doctors (who
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responding to the interviews. I am also grateful to the patients and the patient parties
of Calcutta Medical College and Hospital for sharing their time in patiently answering
my questions.
I am further indebted to the librarians and staff of National Library, Kolkata,
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Special mention must be made of Dr. Tapas Chandra Saha, Officer in Charge, Taki
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the other colleagues and staff of my college.
I would further like to thank and express my gratitude to those whose name could not
be given here due to space constraint though their role in guiding me towards the
successful completion of my thesis is no less.
Words would be insufficient to express my gratitude to my mother-in law and
husband who have been constant sources of courage and inspiration. I would not have
managed to complete my thesis without their support and encouragement. I would
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thesis
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