5'L C

1(9£ 0 'W L 'E 'lJ (j 'E Af 'E 9£CJ'S

I cake chis opportunity with much pleasure to thank all the people who have helped
me through the course of my journey towards producing chis thesis. In the first place I
would like to record my gratitude to my research supervisor Dr. D.S. JAY A for her patient
presence, efficient guidance, creative suggestions and unstinting support throughout chis
study.
Also, I am deeply grateful to Dr V.R Prakasam, Professor and Head, Department of
Environmental Sciences, University of Kerala, for his help to fulfill the official requirements
of chis research work.
I am indebted to Dr. V. Sobha Professor Department of Environmental Sciences,
University of Kerala for the invaluable help and support. The help and encouragement
provided by the faculty members Dr. Sabu Joseph (Senior Lecturer) and Dr. V. Salom
Gnana Thanga (Senior Lecturer) Department of Environmental Sciences, University of
Kerala is hereby acknowledged.
I am indebted to chem more than they know.

I

gratefully thank Dr.

Balasubrhamanyam (Red) Professor in Aquatic Biology and Fisheries and Dr. Sobhana
(CMFRI) for their constructive comments on this thesis.
I would like to thank Dr. V. S. Vijayan, Chaim1an, Mr. Rajeev, Member Secretaty,
Dr. R.V. Varma, Project Manager, Prof. P. K. Mohan and Dr. M. K. Harinarayanan,
Pregra1mne Coordinators, Kerala State Biodiversity Board Thiruvanathapuram who
provided steady encouragement and moral support for the successful completion of mv
thesis work.
Many thanks to Dr. Jude Emmanuel (Project Scientist, KSPCB) whose editiri'g
suggestions and precise sense of language contributed to the final copy. l would also
acknowledge Mr. Cibin, Mr. Sargapradeep and Dr. Renju Gopal for their advice and their
willingness to share their experience in biochemical analysis, which was very fruitful for
shaping up my ideas in research.
I convey special acknowledgement to Mr. Baijulal, Dr. Arun Kumar, Mr. Prigilal, Mr.
Aneesh Breeze, Mr. Dipu, Dr. Kannan, Mr. Sunil Kumar, Mr. Partha sarathy, Miss. Jissy

Jyochy, Dr. Akhila, Mrs. Ragi. Mrs. Lekshmi, Mrs.

Reclin Sundaragini, Ms.Jainy, Ms.

Bindhya, Ms Manjusree, Miss. Shalini and Ms. Anza for their inseparable support.
le is a pleasure to pay tribute also to my friends Mr. Santhosh, Mr. Sujich, Mr.
Rajashekaran and Mr. Palpandy, Research Scholars, Researchers Hostel, University of
Kerala for helping me in field visits and sample collection. The wann support of all my
friends in researcher's hostel enabled me to complete chis thesis and have a wonderful time
along the way.
I would like to express my special thanks to Ms. Chichra who has been an
inspiration on how to make things 'perfect'. l would like to thank administrative and
technical staff members of department of environmental sciences who have been kind
enough to advise and help in their respective roles. A number of teachers, friends and well
wishers encouraged me, stood by me throughout; right fom1 the beginning to the successful
submission of this thesis. Though l do not mention them, I remember them, each and
everyone, for the help big and small, irrespective of its volume; great is my gratitude to
them.
I am also greatly indebted to many teachers in the past. I'm also grateful to a few
people not related to my work or the university. My Father, D. Raghavan,in the first place
is the person who put the fundament my learning character, showing me the joy of
intellectual pursuit ever since I was a child.

My Mother,

G. Galaja is the one who sincerely

raised me with her caring and gently love. Sreejith and Renjich, my brothers thanks for
being supportive and caring siblings. Finally, I would like to thank everybody who was
important to the successful realization of thesis, as well as expressing my apology chat I
could not mention personally one by one.
Above all I am always debt to the almighty for instilling in me the inevitable thrust
and confidence in my hard times.

SREEJAI R.

