ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I take this opportunity to thank my guide Dr. (Mrs) Sulekha Hazra for
suggesting the research problem, her guidance as well as constructive criticism
throughout the course of experimentation and compilation of work in a thesis form. Her
positive attitude and patience were of great significance to me.

I thank Dr. R.A. Mashelkar, ex - director, NCL; Dr. A. F. Mascarenhas, Late
Prof. John Barnabas, former heads of Plant Tissue Culture Division and Division of
Biochemical Sciences respectively for giving me the opportunity to work in this lab. The
support of Dr. K.V.Krishnamurthy, Head of Plant Tissue Culture Division,NCL is also
acknowledged.

I am grateful to Dr. (Mrs) S.P. Joshi, from Organic Cheniistry - Technology
Division of NCL for all her help in gas chromatographic analysis. The names of
Dr.Sujata Biswas, Dr. S.Y Kulkarni of OCT division, Dr.O.G.B. Nambiar, Mrs. Phadnis
of Process Development Division, Mr.Bendre, Mr. Jakkam, Mr. Sourav Basu and Mr.
Rajiv of Organic Chemistry - Synthesis Division also need to be mentioned specially in
this regard.

Valuable and timely help by Dr. B.G. Hazra, Dr. Amitabh Sarkar, Dr.
Shashidhar from OCS Division of NCL, and Prof. V. Sitaramam of Department of
Biotechnology, University of Pune has a major contribution in the progress of this work.

I would like to specially mention here the names of ny senior colleagues Mrs.
Urmil Mehta, Dr. D. C. Agrawal, and my friend Mr. Chengalrayan. Working in the lab
was a pleasant experience due to these people. It gives me a great pleasure to thank all my
friends of PTC division, especially Mohini Joshi, Dr. Abhay Sagare and M.L. Mohan for
all their help. Mr. Parag Akkadkar, Mr. Dinesh Chowk and Mrs Jyoti Pathak are also
acknowledged for their help in photography,computation and drawing respectively.

Without the unstinted support from my parents this endeavor would not have
beei possible.

Thanks are due to Dr.Paul Ratnaswami, Director NCL for permitting me to

submit this work in form of thesis. I also thank the Council of Scientific and Industrial

5 mﬂf*}

Vandana Mhaske.

Research (CSIR) for financial assistance.



