6,1 RESUME

The importance of the study of mental retardation
is steadily increasing as the awareness of its presence
and of the possibility of help for the handicapped is
growing, For long, this group of the members of our
soclety, in particular, has remained uncared for, With
the widening of the horizon of our knowledge about the
various aspects of man and his development, mental
retardation is also being given much attention, As it
is 2 comparatively young field of psychology, there is
a large area to be explored and developed, To improve
the fate of the handicapped, it is essential that
subtained investigations be carried out on mental
retardation,

Prior to any study, it is necessary that the
mentally retarded be identified, To this end, many
definitions of mental retardation have been forwarded,
Every field connected with this area, has defined mental
retardation from its own viewpoint, There are, therefore,
legal, medical, psycho-social, educational and
psychological definitions. At present, the psychological
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definition unanimously reached is that it is a 'signi-
ficantly subaverage general intellectual functioning
existing concurrently with deficits in adaptive behaviour
and manifested during the developmental period', The
individual's intellectual growth is arrested at the
developmental stage and therefore the individual functions
at a subnomal intellectual level, Adaptive behaviour

or soclial maturity refers to the person's ability to
function independently, causing least amount of in-

convenience or harm to others in his society,

The Piagetian theory of intellectual development
explains at what stage of intellectual development a
mentally retarded person functions, Piaget postulated
four stages : sensorimotor, preoperational, concrete
operational, and formal operational, In case of the
mentally retarded, it has been found that the child, as
an adult, does not progress beyond the concrete opera-
tional level, which is the level attained by a normal
child between ages 7 and 12, In the social development
also, the mentally retarded child is found to develop

at a slower rate than the nommal child,

The mentally retarded are classified into four
categories according to the degree of retardation : mild,
moderate, severe and profound, The maximum mental age
that a mental retardate can attain is 11 years,
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Some means of identifying the retardates are
essential, This is done through the use of different
tools of measurement, Many such tools have been con-
structed in the U,S.A, and U,K, Intelligence tests
like Stanford-Binet and Wechsler Intelligence Scales,
and Gesell's Developmental Schedules and Vineland Social
Maturity Scales are most widely used in these countries,
In the Marathi speaking part of India, the most frequently
used test with the mentally retarded children is the
Kamat's adaptation of Stanford-Binet's 1937 version, For
social maturity assessment, some schools have begun the
use of the Indian version of Vineland Social Maturity
Scale, Most of the tests used here are Indian adaptations
of foreign tests, Occasionally they are also being used
with foreign norms, In view of this, it was felt necessary
to construct and standardize new tools to measure intelli=-

gence and social maturity, especially for use in the State

of Maharashtra,

6.1.1 JZptelligence Test

With the rationale based mostly bn Wechsler
Intelligence Scale for Children and partly on some other
well-known tests of intelligence, the new intelligence
test is a battery of seven subtests, The age-~range of
this individual test is 5+ through 10+ years, It has
been constructed in Marathi and contains the following
verbal and non-verbal subtests 3



Object- 1l substitution
General information

Block design

Memory

Odd-man-out (or Classification)

Analogical reasoning

Picture construction

Initially, the test was administered to 40 kanbnly

selected children between the ages of 5+ and 10+ years
from Marathi medium schools, On the basis of their
performance, the very easy and the very difficult items
vere discarded, The pilot administration was conducted
on 456 children, 228 boys and 228 girls, selected from
private and municipal schools in Poona City, The
children's age ranged from 5+ through 10+ years, and were
tested before the completion of six months since their

last birthday,

The performmance of this sample was subjected to
item analysis, On the basis of the significance of B 1/3
values and the pass percentage of each item, an item was
rejected or retained, The discrimindtive value, the
difficulty level and the precision over the ages, were
considered for the selection of items, The items in all
the subtests but one were selected on these criteria,
The first subtest, namely the object-symbol substitution,
being mostly a speed test, was correlated as a whole with
a verbal and a non-verbal sub-test, and the total test

scores,
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The scoring of all the subtests except the block
design and picture constructidn: is very simple. Every
answer is scored 1 or 0, The scoring in the two subtests
mentioned above considers the time factor and the latter

subtest also gives a score for partial success,

The final form of the battery was administered to
another sample of children for the study of nomms,
reliability, validity and factor analysis, The nommative
sample comprised of 600 children with 51 boys and 49 girls
at each age-level, Fifteen percent of this sample belonged
to the higher economic class, 50 % to the middle and 35 %
to the lower economic classes, Once again the children
selected were from the cross-section of private and

municipal schools in Poona city,

6.1.2 Ihe Social Maturity Checklist

Initially, the chécklist was constructed as a scale,
The items represented the habitual adaptive behaviours
at the level of ages 5+ through 10+ roughly speaking.,
By referring to several existing scales of similar sort
and child development studies and books, the investory
of items was made, Several of the items from the Vineland
Social Maturity Scale and the Gesell Developmental
schedules were borrowed if directly applicable or suitably
modified, There were 74 items or statements, describing
the various behaviours characteristic of children within






