PREFACE

Inequality is ubiquitous.

It is found as much

in the physical environment as in the animal kingdom
and the human society.

But the striking uniqueness of

unequal human relationship lies in the fact that it is
partly natural and partly man-made.

one witnesses a

perpetual struggle in the society by men-in-the-top to
preserve the status guo, men-in-the-middle to equal or
excell the immediate higher-ups and men-in-the-bottom
to achieve upv1ard mobility.

This action, reaction and

interaction processes through cooperation, competition
and conflict can be observed at individual, group, regional,.
national as well as international levels.

In this game

of human struggle for existence as well as excellence,
today•s victors may be torrunorrow•s victims and viceversa.

But certain victims remain as they are for

centuries (with a little cosmetic changes in their status)
for influences beyond their control as well as due to
commission of human. follies and omrrdssion of appropriate
action at appropriate time.

Coming do\·m to relations

among nations the Republic of the Philippines appears
to be such a victim.

It was, for more than three centuries,

ii

under the colonial domination of Spain '' 1hich itself was
a colony of Tyre at a point of time.

In the aftermath

of the Spanish American War of 1898, it came under the
colonial administration of the United States '\tlhich was
also once part of the British colonial empire.

The United

States turned the Philippines into an independent country
on 4 July 1946.

But this changed political status did

not result in any substantive qualitative transformation
of the type of relationship the Philippines had with the
United States.

The colony just became a client.

The

present dissertation is a modest attempt to analyse and
understand the pattern of relationship bet't<1een the United
States and the Philippines that gradually evolved over the
years.

It begins with a careful look at the history of

the interactions between the t·wo countries, proceeds to'
examine the local, bilateral, regional and qlobal factors
that infL1enced and shaped their relations in a completely
changed environment of the post-\··.rar period and concludes
with an attempt to scrutinize the policies of the Uni·ted
States to preserve the pattern of its relationship \'lith
the Philippines to the extent possible.
The focus of the study is on the American policies
towards the .Philippines.

The period covered is upto the

end of Truman Administration.
on the strategic

as1~ct

of the

\\7hile the main thrust is
k~erican

motivation,

vari'ous other factors that played roles have been dealt
-v;ith '"'herever necessary.

Primary sources available at

the National Archives in Hashington D.C., and Harry

s.

Truman Library in Missouri have been extensively used to
\1ri te the core chapters of the present work.

Secondary

sources available at the Library of Congress in Washington,
D.C., Jav..·aharlal Nehru University Library, Sapru House
Library, Institute of Defence Studies and Analyses Library,
and American Centre Library at New Delhi; and the American
studies Research centre Library at Hyderabad have also
been made use of for 'l.'lriting other chapters.
The dissertation is an analytic history written by
adopting the historical-analytical method.

The present

researcher has atte:mpted to analyze and interpret the
government documents of the United states and private
papers and correspondence of

~erican

officials.

w~ile

documents do not narrate the complete· story, they do
provide significant clues to understand the othen1ise
intricate relations among nations.

People of different

cultural and socio-political backgrounds are bound to
perceive the same documents differently.

The present work

is an attempt by an Indian student of political science
and American studies to understand America's policies
tov..rard fellmv Asians in the Philippines.

Although no

attempt has been made by the present researcher to
build theories or construct models, historical and
philosophical generalizations have been made at some
places for better comprehension of the particular issues
and even·ts of international relations.
May I express my deep gratitude to l?rofessor H.s.
Venkataramani, my

sur~rvisor,

teacher and mentor, who

very kindly gave me access to some of his m•m research
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the dissertation.

I

have always benefitted

gn~atly

from the ·analyses and interpretations presented by him
in classes and in innumerable discussions.

More important

·was perhaps the intellectual inspiration and emotional
support that I derived from him during critical phases
a researcher invariably goes through.
Collection of primary source materials for the
dissertation was greatly facilitated by a grant given
by the Jawaharlal Nehru University to undertake field
research in the United states.

I am thankful to the

American Studies Research Centre, Hyderabad,

for providing

me a research grant to do research at its Library in
Hyderabad.
I cannot thank all the archivists and library staff
v1ho helped me in various ,.;ays while collecting my research
materials, but I should like to mention in particular
:t-·lrs. Harks of the Diplomatic Branch and Mr. Taylor of
the Modern Military Branch of the US National A.!'chives,
and Mrs. Safely of the Truman Library, Independence,
Missouri.

I thank all the Library staff of Ja·Naha rlal

Nehru University Library, Sapru House Library, IDSA
Library and American Centre Library for their help and
assistance.
Hany individuals in India and the United Statep
helped me in various ways in the course of preparing
this dissertation.

Those '\<.lho deserve special mention are

Smt. Kalyani Venkataramani, .ttir Commodore Jasjit Singh,
presently Director of the Institute for Defence Studies
and Analyses, Dr. Kalish Sarap , Reggie, Mrs. Nene, Sylvia,
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In

addition, I thank all my friends in India and abroad '\-Iho
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inspired me in different ,.,rays all the time.
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'lt.'ith encouragement and inspiration.
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must thank
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type the manuscript and make the final draft of the
dissertation so neat and nice.
All said ana done, the present vJork v1ould never
have been completed without the patience, love and
blessings of my loving parents.
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