CHAPTER ©

Conclusion

1t was in 1887 that the Synod of Allshabad had
osked the vatican for the creation of the Prefecture
Apostolic of Assam. In 1881, out of Assam's ‘total
sopulgtion of 4,881,426, only 3H1 persons were Catho-
lic. In December, 1889, the Prefect ppostolic of
issam ceme into existence, =nd rr. Christopher BDecker
was gppointed as the rirst Prefect Apostolic in 1906.
It was the Salvatorisns who first came to Assam and
began missionary asctivity. They had been preceded by
five decades, by the Methodigt Calvinist missionories.
The Catholic missionaries first concentrated their
efforts upon the khasis, and utilised the help of the
Christian element ain the lgbour forece of the tea-
gardeng of Assam. Vegpite initiszd opposition by the
suropean tea garden owners, the missionaries made
some headway, and more so, when the attitude of the
Buropeagns in the tes gardens chenged, and they wel-
comed the missionaries,and sought their gssistance
in fulfiliing the Government directive to provide
eleménﬁary school educgtion to the children of the
coolies in the tea-gardeng. The number of Cathotics
zrew, and the necessity was feit for the opening of

a new mission centre at Dibrugarh in Upper Assam in
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1908, with Gauhsti remaining the mission centre for
LoWer AsSame By 1914, there were 2,088 Catholics in
ASsame. With the outbreak of the rirst World War, the
Catnolic missionaries were interned, and forced to

le ave «

in manipur, in 1908, Churachand Singh was coronected
as the uaja. In 1912, the rirst Catholic missionary,
rr. Anogar Koenigspsouer entered wmanipur, and was
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granted permission tc open a house av imphai, but due
to thestrained resources of the Assam mission, he was
unsble to do so. Ln 1948, permission was again granted
30 the Catholic missionaries to work in the hilts of
Yanipur by the wmsharaja, but the power of the Liaharaja
nad declined, and the Cnief Comnmissioner of lignipur,
sure Moon, was not favoursbly inclined towards the
Catholic missionaries. sut the S.u.0. of Ukhrul Mr.
Lhiankem cgne to their rescue and tney were able to
secure entry into rmundung in the Tangkhul Naga area.
'ne pioneer Cagtholic missionary of Hanipur Fr.
Ravalico entered mundung in 1952, but in 1953, he

- e

left for Italy and U.S5.4. to collect funds for

the Manipur mission, and during hie absence, the
#anipur mission was cared ror - BV Bishop wmarengo of

Dibrugarn and rr. P. Bianchi,
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Atthough the Baptist Caurch grew quite rapidiy, doubts
soon pegan to naunt the Christians of the Tangkhudt
community . They began to have doubts as to what was
the true religion. On their assent, uvominic Shomi,
known agnd loved by all, called g Catholic priest,Fr.
Marpchino, who arrived bundung in rebruary,1952. He
presched the essentiasl tenets of the Catholic faith
and 35 fgmilies with 350 members gladly became Catho-
1tics. ne was followed shortly after by Fr. Zavalico,
the pioneer missionary of Manipur. He extensively
toured both the Tangkhul areas, as also that inhabited
oy the Chin tribes who had migrated to Manipur from
Burma, and smong whom there were many Cabtholics. He
not onLy vreached, but also rendered sociagl service,
and cured villagers of many ailments, through the
aispensation of medicines for the relief of malaris,
fever, diarrohea etce. Iné1954,ﬂr. Ravalico undertoock
a long tour in Italy and U.S.4. for the purpose of
reising funds tor the Manipur mission. During his
absence the Cathoiic comrunity of Manipur,was cared
for by Bishop Marengo of Dibrugarh end Fr. P.Bianchi,
who also toured extensively among the Christian
comnunity . Bverywhere, the sishop's fatherly manner,
consoling words and medicines,won the hearts of gll,

including the non-Catholicse.
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Ihe American Baptists had proceded the Catholics
by sixty years, and done the pioneer missionary work.
~hey had in ract, done very good work and most of the
converts were sincere and devoted Caristians. It was
only natural that they would regsrd the Catholic
migsionaries as intruders, and resent their presence
in a field over which they held g monopoly. Some of
the Baptists innoculated their followers against the
aanger of contagion by the Catholic Churche. On one
occasion the c@llumnies ggainst the Catholics reached
a personal stage, and the Catholic Bighop beceame its

object. He was compelled to take measures to counter-
act the defamgtion of nis character. Meanwhile, because
of the zeal and the Christian witness of the neophytes,
meany viliagges cazlled for Cgbholic missionaries to
preach to them, gnd tell them about the much maligned

Church of rnome.

Bishop Marengo approached at the propitious moment
" the Cnietr Commissioner, tne highest authority in

Janipur, apout the difficulty of caring for the
Catholic community in Manipur from Dibrugarh. ihe
Chief Commissioner, Mr. Mathew assured the Bishop,
that there would be no problem tor the Catholic
missionaries to set up their own estzblishment at
Imphal, provided it was run by Indian priests,

inclusive of foreign priests who had tzken up Indian
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nationality. In Mgrch 1955,#r, Ravalico and Fre
Bianchi were all set for the Menipur missionary
venture. On the 9th March, 1956, the two missionaries
in a rented house gt Thaomeipham Road, Imphal, ineu-
gurated the new mission in the presence of a gathering
of distinguished persons and about %00 Catholics.
After this, the Catholic missionarieg never loocked
back, although the first days ot the foundation of
the Catholic mission in Manipur were hard and pain-
ful., There was a crying need for g big boarding
school for Catholic children, of different tribes,
who were coming down from their villages in the

interior, to the town to study, and had no suitable

accomodation to stay in. Kr. ravalico purchased

land at_Chingmeirong, Imphal, andegtablished there

a premier boys school, i.e. the Don Besco Youth

e e e

ment of g premier. gir 1, Little rlower School,

Imphal. L8 the Catholic mission work expanded, the

Centre., This was followed soon afterbyi%egstablish-

much needed help started srriving i.e. Fr. Joseph
relix, Fr. Douglas Wollaston, Fr. Joseph Kanchirg-
mattem, Fr. Mathew Planthottem end Fr. mani. They
all Tacilitated the expansion of the Catholic work,
especially the establishment of schools in different

areas,like Hundung, ukhrul,Punansmei,and Churachandpur.
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The educational work conducted by the Catholic
missionaries at Imphal was preised and defended by
Mre. Jawaharlasl Nehru in Parlisment, when the mission-
aries were acCused of prosleytising. The Catholic
missionaries dedicated themselves to education for
the benefit of the majority, vecause they were men
of light and tearning, sacrificing their lives to

work for the people of Manipure

Speils of agnbti-missionary feeling cropped up,
and in Assam, the missionaries were gccused of being
at the root of the hostile movement in Manipur and
vagatand. zut despite these obstacles the work of the
cotholic missionsries continued to grow and expand,
=8 more znd more pecple began to reagp the penelits

of education in good Catholic schoolse.

Because 0of its geographical loczbtion,dManipur was
cut off from contact with other regions in India,and
neighbouring ccuntries outside India.After their
convorgion to ninduism, the people of wMenipur vglley,
i.eo the meiteis felt the need for literacy educa-
tion, to reazd the religous books. But the political
situsbion in mManipur was not conducive to the growth

of educstion. whe modern system of education was

?

int roduced into Manipur in the later part of the

19th century. Prior to its introduction, knowiedge
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Was imparted in an informazl way. After the Yandaboo
treaty of 1820, reiastions between the Britigh and

Manipur became more formal and close. In 1837,

Captain Gordon the Political igent, opened a

school of western education with the permission of

the MaharajJa. But the schooli soon closed down, and

tor the next 34 years no astempt was made to open

a school. A second school began in 18792 but it also
o

had to be closed down, for iLack of encouragement,on

the part of both the rulers and the pubiic. In!l§§5,

3ir Jame Johnstone, Political Agent in Hanipur,

{(1877-1886), started a Middle HEnglish School in the

residency compound. This was the start of the graaual

in Manipur, which

growth of western educaztion

J—

received greater impetus trom the Chrigtian mission=

aries, and from 1958 onwards western eaucavion was
able to permeate to all parts of lanipur beczuse oOf
the work of the Catholic missionaries Living and

working in the state,

The first bpatch of students who received education
in Manipur under the new system apye ared for the
mgtric examingtion in Srihat in 1909. buring 1931-1941,
many high schools sprang up in wmanipur, atthough poli-
tical upheavel trom 1950 onwards affected the progress

of edaucstion, especiazlly the second World War. but
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during the war, the people of Manipur ceme into con-
tact with people of other cultures, and @lso became
aware Of gaps in their knowledge. After the end of the
war, people all over Manipur started demanding esta-
blishment of schools, and the govermment had to

respond  favourably,

The growth of secondary education in Manipur began

with the reopening of the Johnstone M.E.School in 1892.
Despite the indifference of the Maharaja and the Poli-
tical Agent, some individuals took the initiative in
establishing secondary schools. Private high schools
were organised at Imphal. Finally in 1946, the Dowager
Queen, Dhanamanjuri Devi donated Rs«10,000 for the
establishment of a college, and Dhanamanjuri College

was opened.

After India became independent, and Manipur joined
the Indian Union, the pace af education was accele-
rated. Fortunately, the Catholic missionaries made
their appearance soon after, znd began to do their
utmost to eradicate illiteracy and to provide the

benefits of education to all, without distinction.

North-East India has a very low ragte if literacy,
mg jority of the population is dependent on primitive
methods of agriculture for their livelihood, and the

great resources of the region remain largely untapped.
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In HManipur, the missionaries tried to eradicate illi-
teracy and gave emphsis on morsl snd spiritual values
in education, combining them harmoniously with tradi-
tions proper to India, which nsve been inherited
tarough the centuries, with claims and demands of
modern progress, especiglly scientific, technical and
commerciale. Teachers sre the channels whereby the
heritages of civilisation is tronsmitted to the young,
whose 1deals and way of life will determine the course

of the fuiture.

Baucation in ¥anipur by the missionaries has been
zIfected by the interplay of social,economic,political
and religous rTactors in the state, as also the geogra-
ohiical location snd physical fegtures. Manipur has
olways been a vlace of strategic importance. Prior to
she period of Eritish Paramountey (18Y1=1947), there
existed a fuedal social system in wanipur, with two
aistincet classes, the royal aristoeraey and the
commoners. “he.. vpopulgbion was comprised of two major
oroups, besed on geographiczl divisions, the wmeiteis
and tne Tribsls, the former professing dindulsm, and
the latbter mainiy Christanity. Just as the Hinduism
nad revolutionised the lives of the meitel who embroced
it, taristanity effected great changes among the tribal

populgtion of tienipur. The Christian churches seriougly
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commitved t0 sociagl services and devel opment among
+ £ n 2 i
the peopie of worth wmast Indgi a, tried to uplift the

nilmen from their olu worid to that of modern age.

Uncer the tracitional manipuri system, the sing was
both the temporary and ecclesigstical head of the
state. Tne HMaharaya wanted to control the leading
educated elite of the state, through the pkhil Mani-
~url Hindu Mahasabha, founded in 1934. But the
religous and socigl oppressions cgrried out by the
srahma Sabha on the common people were unbearable.
some prominent members of the ilshasabha began to
move zz2zinst these excesses, and the King graduglly
withdrew from the Mahasabhsa,snd its members took up
an anti-monarchical stand, and demanded the esta-
blishment of a Legislative Council. By the Manipur
Stote Constitution ict of 1947, the mahsraja remained
the most importeznt person in the politiecsl system
of the state. The Manlpur State Congress, the party
in opposition in 1948, demanded abolition of the
nonzrch , end teking over of the state aominigiration
by the centre., The historic wverger Agreement was
signed on 21st Seostembver,1947, giving effect from
15th October, 1949. The igreement provided for
trensfer of Manipur State Administration to the
crovervment of Lnd:i_a,' and Magnipur in common parley

was merged with India in 1949 instead of 1947,
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The Sanskritization of Manipur, at least out-
wardly had biurred the racial and cultursl identity
and self consciousness of the wanipuris. The adoption
of the sSengal scnool of Valshnévism, and replacement
of ancient Manipuri scripts by sengall scripts had
Iacilitated the vromotion of cultursl impact of Bengal

over Magnipur,

Manipur has an sgrarian economy, but sgricuiture
tettered by bhackward foms of lsnd ownership and
land vse, hag difficulty in keeping pace with the
repid demsgravhic growbth, meeting only minimadi nome
needs. Manipur wss the nome of some hougehold indu-
stRies, but these are dying out under the impact of
the growth of modern industries in the rest of India,
but not in the region itself. Lnfragstructures of
economic devel opvment are not at par with the rest of
the countryv. The ver cszpita income, and the extent of
evgliapility of some of the social services, do not
somyare ravourably with the rest of the country. In

some areas of the Impvhsl valley, there 1s a 1eeling

Bh

of indigenous cultursl roms veing choked by massive
cultural inputs zrom other parts of the country. snd
prior to menipur jolning the Indian union, there were

ingaequate mesns of communication, necessary for the

rowth and spresd of eaucation. The Maharaja had

.(‘
(=
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allowed the Catholic missionaries to work in the hill
regions of the state, and the tribal population were
happy to welcome them, many for the sake of the schools
they were going to establish. There was some initial
opposition from Protestant pastors. The Meiteis however
placed no hindrance in the way of the missionaries

and soon welcomed them, because of the schools they

established.

Initially, the arrival of the Catholic missionaries
in the state, had created fear and anxiety among some
sections of the people, but the early catholic mission=-
aries won the hearts,of the people,through their dedicated
and selfless work for the people of Manipur. The Catho-
lic missionaries although hailing for the mdst part
from other states of India and abroad,becsme one with
the people, continuously discovoring new oppurtunities
for growth, removing pre judices,inspiring confidence,
and building up the community among which they worked. -
And they worked hard to get a good grasp of the
cultural patterns of the people, and nurtured the
inherent taglent of the children in this sphere. The
Catholic missionaries approached the people with

e

sympathy and love, 'and gave ready support to the nee dy

espe01al1y 1n the fleld of eduoatlon. For this purpose

~

they established many grahany schools as centres for
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adult and vocstionst gducation.

Schools are one of the explesnations for Catholic
nissionary existence before the non-Christian world.
ine influence of the Church in the field of education
is shown in g specizl manner by the Catholic school,
waich pursues cultural goals sand the human formabion
of youth. Catholic educational institutions maintain
the acedemic standard gccording to the curriculum

vrescribed by the state government, but by nature of

wneir religous duty, the mlsﬂlonqrwes Ueach man in

e e £ R = o0 [ES—

hhis totality, in his ;el tlon to God and in reletlon

}.“Jc

.

i0 the world. ~eligion and regson are the two sectors
ol the infyammén‘b oi the method of educstion, religion
whnich 1s true and sincere, a=nd dominates the actions
of the young, reason which correctiy applies tihe code
of action reguired by holy preceptss "he ef orts of
thermi sloncries are dlrected towhfds auman adVance-

mens LuDPClOLly among he poor ana oandoned youth,

Ior eauCﬁukon impiies an 1nte°vated growta, a bn’ need

e i e i i A 3 0 4 N

—~rowtn of voay, wmind and snlrwt. Caﬁholio e@ucation

ol

aims at the ove?all oe elomment of a person,'intellectusl
~=s also moral, and teaches necessary social virtues

Raices tne stendard of literacy, and ils directed towards

eradicating iliiteracy. Lt was onlv after the Uaﬁbollc

At B o S Y .

quﬁlonqzleb set up ﬁchools in Manlpur tmat tﬂere

was an appreciable 1ncrease in llueracy in the state,
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and the fact 1s borne out by the overwheiming
numbers of children seeking admission in Catholic
schools. The schoo.is carry on the great task of
eaucation with the regources made availabie through
fees, and the dedicsztion and continuous haerd work

of the missionaries.

‘he primary aim of Catholic education in manl-

our iz to impart as much _ulbellew_ciuﬁ}wknow?cd___n‘e as
she stucents can absorb. Spreading of good Christian
princinles, which are nothing put guldelines Tor

a good Living, removal of ignorsnce, and formgtion
of the child zre the primary aims. Secondary aim is
directea vowards preparing the students to Tace

job ospurtunities, It teaches responsibility and
selferelignce. Hducstion is also directed towasds
rziging the standard of living especiglly in the
rural aress. Catholic schools are in coaozapt
demand beca’usev ‘Qhéy orov1degsouﬂd education,
thelr monaoing bodles are properly cAonstitu.ted,and
broper attention is afforded to moral instruction,
nezlth, cleasntiness, recregtion and discipline of
ctudents, and due care taken to see that the
seachers employed are sultable as regards character,
nambers sna qualifications. bathO_LlC migsionaries

e

aave the crbo:ﬁc ot Df'll’lgﬂ'l!" the modam eauccmlon;u_

i P e S



314

svet o Man i . .
vetem e ,“af’:li?u‘r' +hey systemgtically planned their

,;
educational policy snd afforded equal educational
oopurtunities to all. However there is a need t0
nssoclate Teachers more clogely with mansgement,
and to give more individual sttention to students.
~he misgionarics engage continucusly in pursuing
their aims of education snd reslising them, tor
Cacholicism is ‘'the gffirmation of values along the
whole iine, a most comprehensive snd noblest acce-
e31ipility to g1l good, a union of nature with grace,
of art with rel izion, of knowledge with 1aith, so

that God may be gll in ailj

Bducation does not proceed in a vaccum. Soclety too
is constanrtly changling, educabtion is a creative force,
suppLying new ideas, transfoming the minds of society.
Catholic mission educsbtion stressed the idea of unity
in diversity, an old cultural tradition of India.
Turing the period of sritish Paramountcy in the state,
o wedge nad peen cregted petween the two main elements
o7 the popuiation, the meiteis and the tribais. By
their eaucational policy of treating all children
alike, the missionaries did much to close tnis gap.

Hducation also enables pecple to choose or adetemine

their professional activity, and so contribute some-

e

1. Cardinai Gracias Speaks, cited Kari Adam.
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thing t b ‘ : i '
g€ L0 sociely and state. The missionaries tried to

counteract the nandicaps cansed by inequal ity of
sociagl status of children, by $reating alt students
alike in schoodi, and by giving scholarships %o the
needy and desrving. Catholic education impidges on
femily life, in that the attitude of an educated
child affects the home environment, and parents leamn
oo take seriocusiy their responsibitities as co-edu-
cotors of their own ciildren. #issionaries also teach
a wide use of gudio-visual aids, and together with
vractical translation of legssons learned,effect a rise
in the standard of living. They also taught self
reliance znd responsibility, especially as many
marriages were contracted when both bride and groom
were very young, and did not fully comprenend the
ccgponsipilities and duties that marriage and parent-
nood entail. Contholic mission education contributed
;0 a more co=ocverstive social order, as the students
in school, come to know one another,enlarging their
circle of friendship and movement for social contact,
and parents also get to know one gnother. The mission-
sries do what they can to instil a sense of social

responsibility in students, and increasingly it is
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£€ S0me Chirigtian missionaries who have been

[9]
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@ sed of destroying the solidarity o:r the Tribal
b + j oy 3 e . \

0y thelr relirous suructuces, the Catholic missionezries
1uve dicected Sheir efforts towsrds mmanitarian

< 1

vasks; education, works of commiseration and healing,

soctial aevelomment, snd so One

snglish education has been a major single tactor of
change 1n society, tor it brings in its wake, Liberal
progressive ideass. Crntholic schools, teachaing tnrough
the medium of Hngl ish, have raised the level of
literacy in the state, and fostered the growth of
solitical, social, academic and cultural activities,
by exposure Lo new ideas and thoughts, asding thus
a new dimension to gociety. The faitn and vision
of Christian educsabtion impels the catholic mission=-
aries to promote full gnd integral development of
the human person which is made to the image and
likeness of God. The democragtic 1deal of education
aims ot dispensing equal oppurtunities to all. In
orgctice, this 1g aifficult to reglise, because of
disparity in the economic status of parents. But 1t
15 to the economically handicapped, that the venefits
of Catholic education are readily available, thwough
the large network of Catholic schools in the rural

and hill areas of Manipur. The boarding schools are

meant for the poor and the less priveleged, and



concessions are msgde for all deserving and needy
Cendidates. Zducation and the economic gsystem are
clogely inter—linked, and economic determinants are
at the root of the growth of education. Economic growth
can largely be attributed to education and advance of
knowledge. Through their educational efforts, the
missionaries have contributed greatly to raising the
standard of living in many rural areas of the state.
sducation is both theoretical znd practical, and in
all rural Catholic schools, children are tanght,
especially the boarding inmmates, how to plant paddy
and other crops, how to care for livestock etc. and
the practicsel exsmple of the missionaries creates

an incentive among their neicshbours to emulste their
exgnple, in adopting more scientific amd modern tech-
niques of sericulture to increase the yield; how to
rear livestock under modern hygienic conditions, and

SO ONe

vocstiongl educsbtion is a necessity in Manipur
a8 it is ail cover the country. All Catholic educas-
tional establ ishments incorporate vocationalisation
on a limited scale, througﬁ the subject of S.U.P.W.
(sociglly,useful.productive work) ard some schools
hnve introduced courses in Computer science. this

g

in itself is not sufficient, but the missionaries



are hampered in their efforts to increase voca-
tionalisation in their schools by certain factors.
¥irstly, parents prefer children to be taught accor-
sing to the already estapl ished educational pattern,
they are susvicious or wary of changes. Lheir
o.titude in turn influences the child, who evinces

>

P + (e . . . .
no interest in learning some vocgtionszl skill &t

5

schoCle The child is not to blame, for the course
prescribed by government to be foliowed in the
catholic schools,y Are so vast and burdensome, that
the accent shifts more to memorisation than to
understending, and practical application of know-

the

0

leage glesmed through educabion. Also g
school conrges require every period of school time

in order to be completed, there is no time left for

tesching s vocaotional suoject during the school
hourse And introduction of vocational education in
the missionary schocols requires much finance and
trained nerscnnel, neither of which is easy to
come by in ilanipur.ihere remains ap incireasing
digparity between the cubtout or the educational
svetem and the capacity of the ecomomy to absorb

4, at this etage of devel opment,

._U, >

In o limited wsy, Catholic education is reslated
to economic development in content and methodology.

seny people who have had the benefit of educabion
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in Catholic sct : . . : .
abhoLlC schools, gre now holding responsible jobs

i differ TOC et . .
Some rorm or ovher of productive setivity,improving
viereby thelr iot, and slsc that of others, and the

“rabany
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teblighed in different parts of the

state sre cirected Towsrds vocstiongl adnlt edueaxion,

e€speclally tor grown-up girls who need to learn some
echnical skill, in order to suprott themselves, as

21ls0 their Tamilies,

Jconomic stagnation is primarily due to ingdequacy
and Iaillure in the numan element. Yhe realistation of
the state's needs gnd aspirations, involves chances
in the knowledge, skiiis, interests,values of the
people 29 a whole. Thig is baslic to every programme of
social =nd economic pesterment in Menipur. Since kHani-
sur is an importer of so many esgentigl comnodities
~nd her pogition is therefore one 01 daependencyy
s-tholic euucabtion despite the odds, must train the
outh to learr some tecnnical skiil, which can mgke
of “hem succeesful enterprenuers in the field of

sericulture, commerce, industry, menagement etce

o doubt schools established by minorities are
meznt first snd rToremost for children pelonging to

a particular minority. It is important to know



whether children ot ; . . . , ;
chlldren of the minority in Caristian insbtitu-

viong are given drefersntial trestment in matters of
adilssion, tulion fees ,ebtec. in Manipur,Catholics

are a aerinite minority, there being only 35,000
cavhollcs in the gtate. So it would not be possible
vo TillL uv even half the seats in Catholic schools

in Hanipur with Cetholics, although that is the ideal
number as cifted in recent Supreme Court decision.
Vathotic cnildren are given preference at the time of
admission, and vecsuse the majority come from poor
camilies they are either exempited from paying schoodl
end boarding tees, or they pay a very nomingl amount,
out in ctass, on the gemes fi1eld etec. ; . all children
camitted in Catnolic missionsry ingtitutions are
treated alie. vlost of the Catholic children in
manipuar belong to Scheduled tribese. Catholic mission
education is directeu towards enabling the Scheduled
T1ribes to enter the mainstresm of Indian 1ife and
compete with their fellow brethren on an equgl footinge.
Thnough i1ew in number, the Catholic missionarieg have
done more than any other in the state, to promote
education and eradicate 1lliteracy. When the spectre
of communstiism is continuously raising 1ts head, and
foreign Catholic migsionaries in other parts of india
are often being accused of anti-national activities,

it is important to realise that the catholic missionaries
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in Manipur, have made the state their home and com-
Pletely identified themselves with the people amd
their hopes and aspirations, snd have sacrified much
that was dear and familiar, to come and work,live and
die in Manipur. Because of the nature of their mission-
ary work, because of their schools spread all over

the state, the missionaries are well conversant with
the lifestyle,needs and expectations of the people.

In Catholic educagtional institutions, learning is

not directed towards gaining comverts, only essential
moral instruction classes are hold, and parents welcome
the spiritual values taught to their children in Catho-
lic schools, as these are guidelines to a good,healthy
living, and in consonance with India's spiritual

heritage and tradition.

India stands badly in need of national integration.
North-East India has a multi-racial and multi-lingual
character. Manipur because of its geographical vloca—
tion remained in comparative isolation from other
states of India till very recently. The whole of
North-East India still remains a region of neglected
potentialities and unrealised oppurtunities. The
region is not balanced politically,socially eul-
turally and economically. But through their educa-
tional policy, where equal educational oppurtunities
are available to all, and where children multi~rgcial,

multi-lingual, and multi-religous,are treated alike,
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The Catholic Misgio

)

. | - . . .
naries sducation has tried to implant

¢

into the minds of %he young the ideal of ‘unity in
diversity.' They ensure that teachers tcach snd studeuts
sondy, end foster and nurture the childrens talent in
sne spnere of wmanipuri dance, song and drama. The mission-
aries are endegvouring, albeit in g limited way, to
emphesise the orgsnic unity of the country, and the
mutual ecenomic, socigl, cultural and political infer-
denendence of vgrjious parts of the country, the impor-
tance of hermonious co~exigbtence and the desngers of
discord. “‘his is important because some sections of

the pvooulation teel gliengbted., Children in Catholic
schools lecrn to live study, play and woerk togstner

Larmoniousliye.

‘he missionaries would also welcome g national
uniform patiern of education in the country as pPro=-
sosed time gndagain by the government. Lt would make
sneir task easier, out missionsry education provides
she individual with something to hope for, a vision

Jithout which a person cannot be alive.

“he migsionarieg in Manipur have piodneered educgtiocnal
prosraemmes snd practices, which have raised the stan-
dard of education, not only in the Catholic schools,

but have stimulated government snd privete schools
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%o raise theirs too. Many traditionist attitudes that
impeded modernisstion have been undermined,students
belonging to different communities study together in
Catholic institutions in peace and harmony, and carry
this spirit of tolerance and mutual understanding into
public life; through extra-curricular activities at
school, they are expected to become responsible

citizens of the country.

Some section of the population have a notion that
as Catholicism is a 'foreign faith,' it cannot be
interested in the state's development, and it is a
prosleytising faith, so its interests are opposed
to the state's development. Nothing can be fasther
from the truth. Naturally the primary aim of Catholic
mission education is evangelisation,but evangelisation
includes many things. The very fact that the mission-
aries in Manipur are expending so much energy,means
and time, for the education of the pecple of Manipur,
indicates they have tried to increase the level of
literacy in the state. It has accelerated devel op-
ment of the state faster. Educstional plsnning is
not done in a wvaccum,and the missionaries take
cognisance of their setting and milieuw, and forge a
relationship between the goals of the people they

minister to, and the goals they have set themselves.
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Education is directed towaras making people Live a
tuller Life on ail planes, spiritual, cultural, and
bhysicalmaterigl). in g democrasic society, the
instrament by whicen change can be brought about is
education. The missionsries have used this instru-
ment for the mental and cultursl uplift of the
people. The heglthy development of society depends
on the right understanding of man's na‘tufé, and the
inviolable dignity of the numan person. This is the

Tfoundation of the Indian Congtitution also.

Catholic mducation has been a single, mogt impor-
tant Tactor in raising the Level of literacy in Nani-
pur, znd in making the educated, true builders of
their own éommuni‘t ieg. Rducation Liberates, and
mares liberty complete, aznd this is an essential
part of the evengelical mission of the Catholic
migsionuriese. Literscy has resulted in a appreciable

nd

£

rise in the standard of living in the state,
nave engbled many persons iormerly condemned to the
smergin of Life, to take their rightful vlace in
society, for the channel of education is the highway
-0 society. Lhe bedrock of agny community or society
ts  its educated section and education is a means of
the state's reconstruction in relation to economic

aqevel opment. Although the missionaries have not
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established technical and vocotional centres of learning,
except for the Grghany schools, and the Pastoral adios
visual centre gt impnai, education is rel ated to
economic development, in that practical education is
imparted in Catholic schools; gerdening, agriculture,
tailoring, computer scisnce etc, The strength and
stabitity of society depends on the crestion of a2
class of vecvle in scciety, who have achieved economic
elfesuificiency, and cultural adequacy. The Catholic

mlssionaries are working towards this goal.

Cetholic schoolg make g concious effort to

effect a velue system in schools, and achieve academic

cxcellence, 28 =2lso ingtii ebiding moral veluss in
soutne. Henipur is = develooing state with great
sotential Tor development and expansion in diffevent
anieres. The migsionsries are aware of this, but they
cannotcorelote eaucation to man power planning,except
in a limited wagy, because of the vemands of the school
curriculum, vrescribed by the government. However,
they make every effort to stimulate the talent of The
children 1in the cultural spnere. Uatholic migsionaries
2lso teach health cavre and nave initiated immunisation
Drogrammes in many under developed areas of the statey
iany dispensarics and a remedial drug centre have

been ovened as part of thelr socigl welfare programme

related to vatholic education.
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From its very inception, the Catholdc Church in
Manipur has worked tirelessly and zealously tor the
cauge of educabtion in mgnipur. The Cstholic Church
in Manipur is povular,for its educational zctivity.
““he Cagtholic migsion has spread to il psrts of the
state, and now numbers at lesst 33 educaetional ingti-

tutions. The gregtest contribution of Catholic
Migsion Education is the gound character formation it~
gives to children, instilling in them = sense of
nsurpose, o0f value in Life. The migsiongries identify
themselves very clogely with their gtudents in daily
1ife, and because of the informal, femily atmogphere
in their institutions, the gtudents eagily absorb,
the character trzining imparted oy their teachers.
They obey, not from fear of punishment, but becuase
cf the love and regpect that they have for theilr
teacherse. The migsiongriesg often have o dual role
te olay as educators of cnildren in gschools, snd
slso very ofcen, they have to fulfil the resoonsibi-
lities of psrents, as the Latter dlgnore thelr role

a8 co=cducators of +their own children.

<

It is possible to notice the progress and deve-

topment in Maniour in the Last Three decades. Pro-

~regg is cound up with education, Tor the educated

sector plan snd effect development in different

svheres.














































































