Chapter 1I
HISTORY OF KANCHIPURAM

Tamil Country in the ancient period was divided into 5 regions
according to the nature of its soil. Each region was named Tinai, and the five
regions were called (i) Kurinji, the hilly country, (ii) Palai, the dry waterless
region, (iii) Mullai, the wooded lands between the highlands and the lowlands,
(iv) Marudam, the lower courses of rivers and (v) Neydal, the littoral tract that
which skirts the sea.! According to artefacts from archaeological finds, the
earliest inhabitants of South India or the earliest stage of human culture, the
Palaeolithic age are found in abundance in the Kurinji regions, this region
covers the whole of Cuddapah, Nellore, North Arcot and Chengalput districts.>
In this Chengalput district of Kurinji region lies Kanchipuram the oldest city of
South India.

Kanchipuram is surrounded on the four sides by Sriperumbudur Taluk in
the North, Chengalput Taluk in the East, Madurantakam Taluk in the South
and North Arcot district in the West. The Main river that passes through this
city is Palar river which has its origin in Karnataka. It is joined by one of its
tributatries, Vegavati river at a place called Tirumukkudal a few miles away

from Kanchi. Another river that joins Palar is the Cheyyar river at a place
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called Palayasivaram. In between Vegavati and Palar rivers lies Siva Kanchi
and Vishnu Kanchi.® The special feature of this city is that there is no hill or
mountain nearby on its four sides. The nearest one is the Sivaram hills,

sixteen kilometers away in the East.

Sources from early tamil literature and inscriptions give various names
for this city. The earliest seems to be KACHI. The other names referred to
are Kamakottam, Kamapeetham, Pralaya Sindhu, Shivapuram, Brahmapuram,
Indupuram, Tundirapuram, Dandakapuram, Mummurteeswaram, Thapomayam,

Sakalasiddhi, Kannikappu, Satyavratakshetram and Bhulokakailasam®.

The term Kanci has two different meanings in Tamil and in Sanskrit. In
Tamil the word is split into two ‘ka’ and ‘afici’. Ka means Brahma and arici
means worship, showing that Kanci stands for the place where Lord Shiva
was worshipped by Lord Brahma. In Sanskrit the term Kanci means girdle

and explanation is given that the city is like a girdle to the earth.’

As mentioned earlier Kanchipuram is the only Mokshapuri in South

India.

Ayodhya, Mathura Maya Kasa Karici Avantika

Duripvaravati Caiva Saptaita Moksadayikah /¢

Death in anyone of these Mokshapuris gives salvation to an individual.
Of these seven Mokshapuris three of them Maya, Kasi and Avanti are sacred
to Shiva and the other three Ayodhya, Mathura and Dwaraka are sacred to

Lord Vishnu, but Kanchi is the only city that is not only sacred to both Shiva

7



and Vishnu but also to Goddess Kamakshi and Lord Subrahmanya. The other

significance is that it is one of the eighteen Sakthi Peetams in India.’

1.0 Political History

Kanchipuram gained importance in the field of politics, education and

pilgrimage on account of its physical and geographical position.

The Kadambas of West coast, the Western Gangas of Talakkadu and the
later Gangas of Kuvalalapura (Kolar) have some connections with this city. In
the North-West the Chalukyas of Badami, the Rashtrakatas of Malkhéd, the
Kakatiyas of Warrangal and the Telugu Chodas in the North, the Vijayanagar
rulers of Hampi, the Cheras, the Cholas and the Pandyas of the South came

into contact with this city in different periods of South Indian History.®

Though the city of Kanchipuram was known from very earliest times,
it rose to eminence for the first time only during the Pallava rule in the

7" century A.D.

Tracing the history of Kanchipuram prior to the Pallavas we find that the
Satavahanas the successors of Mauryas in the deccan might have had
connections with the city. Archaeological excavations in Kanchi have led to
finding of copper coins belonging to the Satavahanas, on one side of the coin
is inscribed the legend Rudra Satakarni of second century A.D.” The Nagas
were feudatories of the Satavahanas. It is known that the Satavahanas
entrusted their kingdoms to their feudatories. Thus if the Satavahanas did not

bring the region around Kanchi under their direct control it is probable that
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they had entrusted it to the Naga feudatories or military governors. These

Naga feudatories later became independent rulers."

The successors of the Satavahanas were the Ikshvakus (200-260 A.D.)
with their capital as Vijaypuri (modern Nagarjunakonda). They patronized

Mahayana Buddhism at Kanchi."

1.1 Kanchi and the Sangam Age

Mention has been made about the city of Kanchi in Sangam works like
Periyapuranam, Manimekalai, Perumbanarrupadai, Pattinapalai and

Silappadikaram.

The Periyapuranam, Manimekalai and Tirugnanasambandar’s hymns
mention of Chdla king Karikala to have renovated and embellished with gold

the city of Kanchi.
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The above fact finds place in the Tiruvalangadu plates" of Parakésari
Rajéendra Chola I in the late 11" century A.D. As mentioned in the
Silappadikaram Karikala, is said to have obtained a weapon called Chandu
from the deity Sattan of Kanchi and with this weapon achieved victory over

the Northern Kings easily.
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The Perumbanarruppadai another sangam work gives the name of
another king Tiraiyan in association with Kanchi. He has other names
Kacchiyon to show that his capital was Kachchi (Kanchi) and

Tondaiyarmarugan meaning a nephew or a son-in-law.
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Based on the above literary evidences, it is not clear who ruled Kanchi
first whether it was Karikala or Tiraiyan. In this regard Sri C.R. Srinivasan
has put forth the following questions (i) the controversial question of the
lineage of Chola and Ilantiraiyan (i) the descendency of Ilantiraiyan from
Karikala-Chola and (iii) the synchronism of the two kings and finally the
theory that, after Karikala’s conquest of Kanchi, Tiraiyan was appointed as

his viceroy at Kanchi."®

The Andhra country as we see has been under the sway of three
dynasties during the first, second and third century A.D. The Satavahanas,
followed by the Ikshvakus who ruled for nearly sixty years and the
Salankayanas. The above dynasties extended their empire down further and
had connections with Tamilnadu. According to some scholars the Pallavas
were subordinates or feudatories of the Satavahanas and after the latter’s
downfall they became independent and established their dominance in South

India.

1.2 Origin of the Pallavas

There are different views put forth by various historians regarding the

origin of Pallavas.
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According to P.T. Srinivasa Iyengar, the Saka-Pallavas were adventurers
who brought the Andhra power under their control and overthrew them
completely during the first, second and third centuries A.D. They assumed
Prakrit as their court language and Sanskrit as their cultural language. They
were acknowledged as Kshatriyas of Bharatvaja Gotra and called them
Pallavas. The very first ruler of Kanchipuram was probably Bappa. His
immediate successor was Siva-Skanda Varman who is said to have ruled his

dominion with Kanchi as his headquarters."’

The Pallavas had connections with Andhra dynasty. In the year 150 A.D.
we can see that the Andhrabritya king Rudradaman had a minister by name
Suvisaka who was Pallava. He was entrusted with the rule of the provinces of
Anarta and Saurashtra.!® The Satavahanas then realized that due to the
administrative ability of the Pallavas, they were becoming a source of danger
for them (the Satavahanas) and expelled them out of their kingdom. The
Pallavas then came down and settled near Kanchipuram. They soon
established their supremacy here and founded a dynasty of their own. The
grazing bull, the noble lion and the axe, all figure in the insignia of their

royalty.'

According to T.V. Mahalingam the Pallavas may be connected with
Salankayanas because of affinities in their names, pedigrees, the
administrative system, languages used in epigraphs, the royal emblem, the
political geography and above all their gotra affiliation. In the words of T.V.
Mahalingam ‘‘Thus the Pallavas who seem to have had some relationship

with Salankayanas, must have been the feudatories under the Satavahanas in
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Fig. (i) South India during the reign of Pallavas

THE PALLAVA KINGDOM

—— — Ny e E——

aton

A
. A
LA

[43
[+

Scaole

Xilomelres
Qo B3 e

&

Source : Mahalingam T.V. Kanchipuram in Early South Indian History, Madras 1968

12

Lo
74" 76 €. of Gresmwich y
INDEX TO NUMBERS

i ima 17. Panamalai
1. Maiicikallu 9. Manimasgalam : ‘
2 Céz‘;rla 10. M?nat_xdﬁr 1%, Tiruppurambiyam
3. Guntur 11. Valiam 19, Kudamiikku .
4' sfrib;arvata 12. Tirukkalukkupram 20, N_andipuram (Pajaiyary)
5. Candatur 13. Vayalar ‘2)1. 'il:m\vﬂrur
6. Das-anapura 14. Tellagu ;2. el;{“iallﬂnallﬂr
= Tievsseadam 15, Dalavanir 23. Tadjavir

< aenattn 24. Cittannavasat



the Nellore District until they moved South to Kanchi to start a new

independent line after a rewarding matrimonial alliance with the Nagas.””?

1.3 Genealogy of Pallavas

The Pallavas ruled Tondaimandalam with Kanchi as their Capital and
Mamallapuram as their Chief port for over six centuries between third century

A.D. to Ninth Century A.D.”

Tracing the genealogy of Pallavas, the stone inscriptions and copper plate
grants help a lot in determining the pedigree of the Pallavas. The
Udayendiram® and Kasakudi*’ plates of Nandivarman Pallavamalla gives us

the same mythical names of ancestors of Pallavas.

Brahma

\

Angiras

+
Brihaspati

3

Saryu

+

Bharadwaja

i

Drona

+

Asvatthaman

v

Pallava

+

Asokavarman
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The Kasakudi plates further states that the last king mentioned
(Asokavarman) cannot be considered a historical person but appears to be a
modification of Mauryan king Asoka. Following this there is a passage in
prose which gives us the successors of Asokavarman viz., (S)Kandavarman,
Kal(i)ndavarman, Kanagopa, Vishnugopa, Viraku(r)cha, Virasimha,
Simhavarman, Vishnusimha and others. Some of the names appear in the
inscriptions of ancient Pallavas whose grants are from Palakkada, Dasanapura

and Kanchipuram.**

Further the Kasakudi and Udayendiram plates of Nandivarman
Pallavamalla gives the names of seven generation of kings from Simhavishnu
to the immediate predecessor of Nandivarman.

Simhavishnu Bhimavarman

I I
Mahendravarman I Buddhavarman

| |
Narasimhavarman I Adityavarman

[ I
Mahendravarman II Gdovindavarman

Parameé$varapotavarman (or)

Paramé&§varavarman I Hiranyavarman
| I

Narasimhavarman Il Nandivarman

I
Parameéévarapotavarman (or)
Paramésvaravarman II
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The Velurpalayam plates®® and the Sanskrit charters of Pikira, Mangalur,
Uruvapalli and Chendabu grant*® have given a pedigree of the Pallava Kings

which is as follows:

Kalabhartri
(Kanagopa)
|

Chita Pallava
(perhaps surname of Skandavarman I mentioned in the Uruvapalli grant).

|
Virakarcha

(Virakorchavarman or Viravarman)

I
Skandasishya

(Skandavarman II)

Simhavarman I Yuvamaharaja Kumaravishnu I
Vishnugopa (or)
I I I
Skandavarman III Vishnugdpavarman Buddhavarman
I I I
Nandivarman I Simhavarman II Kumaravishnu II

The rest of the genealogy of the Pallava kings agree with that of the
Kasakudi, Udayendiram plates of Nandivarman Pallavamalla and Kurram

plates?’ of Paramé$§varavarman L.

Taking into account the various charters and inscription issued by
the Pallava kings the whole genealogy of Pallavas®® might be arranged as

follows :-
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Kalabhartri
(Kanagopa)

Skandavarman I surnamed Chiita-Pallava

Virakircha or Viravarman
(married a Naga Princes)

Skandasishya or Skandavarman II

- | 1
Kumaravishnu I Simhavarman I Yuvamaharaja Vishnugopa
| | |
Buddhavarman Skandavarman III Simhavarman II
( | |
Kumaravishnu III Nandivarman I
Simhavarman III
| | |
Simhavishnu Bhimavarman
Mahendravarman | Buddhavarman
Narasimhavarman I Adityavarman
Mahendravarman II Govindavarman
Paramé$varavarman I Hiranyavarman
I I
Narasimhavarman 11 Nandivarman II

I | Pallavamalla
! |

Paramésévaravarman I Mahéndravarman III Dantivarman

Nandivarman III
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1.4 Brief Account of Pallava Kings

Even though the Pallavas came to settledown in Kanchi during 3
century A.D., only the later kings of the dynasty were able to carve a niche for
themselves in the history of the city. Hence from various accounts of
historians and the number of inscriptions and grants we can clearly say that
the period of rule of Pallava kings after Simhavishnu was a golden era. There
were changes and improvements in Religion, Art & Architecture
and Education. According to Talangunda® inscription of Kadamba
Kakusthavarman, Kanchi is called ‘‘Pallavendrapuri’’, the city of the Lord of

the Pallavas.
Simhavishnu

He is the successor of Simhavarman III. The Kasakudi plates states that
Simhavishnu was also known as Avanisimha and destroyed the armies of

Malaya Kalabra, Malava, Chola, Pandya the Simhala and the Kerala.*

During the rule of Simhavishnu the Chalukyas under Kittivarman might
have come into contact with the Pallavas. Both the kings were ambitious
rulers and a clash between them is possible and Kiitivarman lost his life in the
battle.?! But this view is refuted by C.R. Srinivasan®® Simhavishnu is credited
with the conquest of Cholamandalam and defeated the kings of Ceylon.”
According to the Udayendiram plates Simhavishnu was worshipper of

Vishnu.**

Mahendravarman I

He was also known as Lalitankura, Satrumalla and Gunabhara.*® He was

an art loving person and possessed great talent. This is known by the various
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titles he is attributed with like Chitrakarapulli (tiger among painters),
Mattavilasa (addicted to enjoyment) and Vichitrachitra (myriad-minded)?*.
The important event during his reign was the conflict with Western Chalukya
King Pulakésin II and the defeat he (Mahendravarma I) inflicted upon him at
Pullalur.”” Pullalur is situated in Kanchipuram Taluk. The battle between
the two lasted for 150 years probably began during the reign of

Mahendravarman 1.8

Narasimhavarman I (Mamalla)

This king is credited with defeating the Chalukyan king Pulakésin II in
three successive battles at Pariyala, Manimangala and Stramara.*> Another
greatest achievement during the reign of this king is destruction of Vatapi
(modern Badami in Bijapur district) which was founded by Pulakésin 1. After
defeating the enemies in Vatapi another attack was launched near the town to
cripple the growing power of the Chalukyas. This attack was commanded by
Sirutonda alias Paranjoti who captured Vatapi and got the title Vatapikonda
for his master.*® During the reign of Narasimhavarman I we can see that the
hostility of Chalukyas came to an end with the conquest of Vatapi. The
Kasakudi plates states that Narasimhavarman I also conquered Ceylon during

his reign. His reign lasted for about 50 years.*!

Mahendravarman II

He was the successor of Narasimhavarman I.His reign must have been a
short and an uneventfulone as nothing much has been said about him in any
of the inscriptions or grants. The only information about him is that he
continued the hostility with Vikramaditya I (Chalukyan ruler) and his nephew
Siladitya.*?
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Parameésvaravarman I

He was the son and successor of Mahendravarman II. With the accession
of Paraméévaravarman to the throne we find that the Pallava Chalukya
conflict reached its Zenith. His contemporary was Vikramaditya-I1.+’
According to the Gadval plates* he defeated Paramé$varavarman

(Isvarapotaraja) conquered Kanchi and destroyed the Mamalla family.

But on contrary to this the Kurram plates and Velurpalayam plates .

assert that Paramé&$varavarman defeated and expelled the Chalukyan army
under Vikramaditya I just as the sun expels the mist. It is difficult to ascertain
whether the battles mentioned in the Gadval and the Kurram and
Velurpalayam plates are one and the same or whether they both are two

different encounters with the Chalukyan King.

Narasimhavarman II

He is otherwise known as Atyantakama, Atiranachanda, Kalakala
Ranajaya, Sribhara, and Rajasimha.** The reign of Narasimhavarman II was
an uneventful one. There were not many wars fought. He was more inclined
towards art and architecture and is said to have built many famous temples
around Kanchipuram and Mahabalipuram of which will be dealt with later in
the chapter. He was succeeded by his son Mahendravarman III his eldest son
who in turn was succeeded by Paramé$varavarman II. Both of them ruled for a
very short period. The last king in the Simhavishnu line, Paramé&$varavarman
I was defeated by Yuvamahardja Vikramaditya in the course of his invasion

of Kanchi in the year 731 A.D*".
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Nandivarman II Pallavamalla

After the reign of Paramé§varavarman II we see a dynastic revolution in
the history of the Pallavas of Kanchi. The lineage of Simhavishnu ended with
Paraméévaravarman and the next King to rule Kanchi was Nandivarman II
Pallavamalla the son of Hiranyavarman who was a descendent of
Bhimavarman the younger brother of Simhavishnu by several generations as

we see from the genealogy tree.

The rule of Nandivarman II extended for a period of 65 years.*® His
period was full of warfare and it was during his reign that the Pallava kingdom
expanded to its maximum. The important developments during his reign was
the disappearance of the Western Chalukyas, the rise of the Rashtrakutas and

continuous warfare with the Pandyas for more than two decades.”

The Chalukyan King Vikramaditya I attacked Nandivarman II and seized
the city of Kanchi. Nandivarman II was forced to flee the capital. But Kanchi
was not destroyed, instead Vikramaditya II made liberal endowments to the
Kailasanatha temple and to the people of the city.*® Kiitivarman II,the son of
Vikramaditya II took an expedition against the Pallava King and defeated and
drove the latter into exile. The inscriptions in the Kailasanatha temple refer to
the conquests of both the Chalukyan kings.”’ The date of invasion of Kanchi
varies according to various historians. Nandivarman II took refuge in the court

of Dantidurga®? and later recovered the city of Kanchi from Vikramaditya II.

Nandivarman II came back to rule the city of Kanchi with more power

and rigour. His general Udayachandra defeated several kings in the battles at
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Nimbavana, Chiatavana, Sankaragrama, Nellore, Nelvéli, Stravalundir and

many other places.*

Udayachandra was a very loyal and able general of Nandivarman, his son
Avanichandra also served the Pallava Kingdom along with his father during the
reign of Nandivarman atleast for fifty years probably from the 33" year of
Nandivarman’s rule till the 17® year of rule of his successor Dantivarman.> It
was Udayachandra who rescued and restored the Pallava King when he was in

exile.

Indraja Dantidurga (725-58 A.D.) was a Rashtrakita contemporary of
Nandivarman II. Initially he invaded Kanchi but according to some scholars,
both the King’s later on became friends and entered into matrimonial

alliance.>’

The reign of Nandivarman also witnessed remarkable improvements in

the field of education, art and architecture.

Dantivarman

The rule of Dantivarman saw the rise of the Rashtrakiitas, the Cholas and
Pandyas in South India. Dantivarman was the son of Nandivarman II and
Rashtrakita Princes Réva. He ruled the city for fifty one years and married
the Kadamba princess Aggalanimmadi.’® Despite the alliance with Rashtrakuta
family, the city of Kanchi was invaded during Dantivarman’s reign by

Govinda III and the former was defeated in the battle.”’

So far we can see that the Pallava empire was dominated by powerful

monarchs and as a result of which the kingdom extended far and wide in the
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Tondaimandalam region. After the reign of Dantivarman from historical
sources we have names of four other kings of Pallava dynasty namely
Nandivarman III, Nripatungavarman, Aparajitavarman and Kampavarman.
Throughout the reign of Pallavas we could see that they were in constant
warfare with their arch-rivals the Chalukyas. The later kings of the dynasty
saw the rise of the Cholas, the Pandyas and Rashtrakiotas. The city of
Kanchi which was once the stronghold of the Pallavas slipped out of their
control and was conquered by the rising powers. This could be because of the

weakness of the later monarchs of the dynasty.

The legacy of the Pallava rule could be seen in the art and architectural
splendour of the city. Their affinity towards their religion prompted them to
build beautiful temples around the city. Thus we see the rise and decline of

the Pallavas of Kanchi.

1.5 Kanchi and the Cholas

The City of Kanchi served as a secondary capital of the Chola empire

and a seat of royal power.

Vijayalaya, Aditya I (871-907 A.D.) and Parantaka I (907-955 A.D.)

During the last quarter of 8" Century and beginning of 9" Century A.D.
there was restlessness in South India as the dominant powers were engaged
in a struggle to assert one’s supremacy over the other. During this period the
Pallava dominion was declining, they had waged extensive wars with the
Chalukyas that by the end of the 8" Century A.D. they were totally
exhausted.
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An inscription of Parakésari Vijayalaya states the first Chola occupation
of Kanchi.*® During the reign of Vijayalaya the Rashtraktita powers tried to
enter the city and establish their dominion. The Rashtraktta king tried to

make incursions into both Thanjavur and Kanchi the capitals of Cholas.>

Aditya I the successor of Vijayalaya is said to have defeated the Pallava
king Aparajitavarman and taken possession of the whole Pallava dominion,

according to the Tiruvalangadu plates®® of Rajaraja I.

The next ruler in the Chéla dynasty was Parantaka I. He had a peaceful
reign, but during the closing years of his rule the Rashtrakita king Krishna III
conquered Kanchi and took full possession of it and claimed the title

‘Kachchiyum Tafjaiyum Konda.”®!

Krishna III held the city of Kanchi and the surrounding areas pertaining
to it for more than a decade. The Cholas could not regain much of the lost city
after Parantaka’s I reign. The supremacy of the Rashtrakatas was felt very
much in the Tondaimandalam region and the Chdlas could consolidate their

position to an extent only during the reign of Uttamachéla (970-85 A.D.).?

Rajarajal (985-1012 A.D.)

The city of Kanchi came back to the Chélas during Rajaraja’s rule. He
extended the Chola territory far and wide towards North and it is very
probable that due to the geographical position of the city, Rajaraja might have
made Kanchi as his military base.®® It is also possible that he stayed in the
city for a long time. An inscription in the Kamakshi temple at Kanchi records

a gift of land for endowment in the king’s name in his 14" year of reign.*
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Rajéndral (1012-44 A.D.)

Rajéndra I was the successor of Rajaraja I. Following his predecessor he
stationed a huge army at Kanchi for military reasons. He stayed in Kanchi and
sent military orders for the conquest of Northern territories. During the rule of
Rajéndra I, we find the practice of appointment of viceroys or provincial
governors for the first time. The first viceroy was Jatavarman Sundara Chola
Pindya son of Rajéndra 1% The next king in the line of Cholas was
Rajadhiraja I (1018-1054 A.D.) He is said to have administered over Kanchi

records of which are found in temples at Kanchi.

Rajéndra Il (1052-64 A.D.)

Rajéndra II did not stay in Kanchi for a long time. During his reign, the
Chalukyas and Cholas entered into a matrimonial alliance to put an end to the
Chalukyan advance and reduce enimity. The Chalukyan king Vikrama
married the Chola princess at the banks of Tungabhadra.®® Rajéndra I had
two sons, Virarajéndra and Rajamahéndra. After the death of Virarajéndra,
there was a fight between Rajéndra (later Kulottunga I) and Adhirdjéndra to
claim the throne. Vikramaditya VI intervened in the fight and Adhirajéndra
was installed on the throne at Gangaikondacholapuram.®”” But unhappy with
the rule of Adhirajéndra, there arose a second rebellion and Kulottunga I

ascended the throne of the Chdla empire.

Kuléttunga I (1070-1122 A.D)

Under the reign of Kulottunga Kanchi became an important place for all
political activity. The temples were enriched with grants and the people were

gifted for the help he received from them during the rebellion.
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