
'1h1$ !nv.aUgaUon was carried out under tne .aoat 8U,pi

vision of Prot.C.A. Nlnan. 1'4.So., Ph.D., 0.1>•• Profea.a- oZ QfilQ4

tics and Plant Breeding " Head, Department of Botany en4
Dr.P.!. iWr1acbaD. K.SO., Ph.D•• Profeasor Of 110=1. Ualv......__
of K.ere,la,'I'rlvandrWn. 1 wish to expre.ss my deep indebtednesa
to them tor suggesting We problem, for valuable gu1d.ance and·
enco\lt'8gement throl.lgho",rt the course of this work and for helpfuJ
aua_stions and advice in t.he preparation of the theus. I alB

also 8apec.1al1y grateful to ,Dr. C.A. I~1nan, lie,fila oJ: the Departaer
tor kJ.ndly providing necessary facilitics to carry out the pre­
sent 1l'1vesU,at1on.

1 am thanktul to Dr.F. Gopina'tMn Na.ir, M.So., Ph.D.,
Reac:ler in Botany 1nth1s departrlent for critJ.oal reading of the
aumuacr1pt of Part II of thJ.s t.b.es1th 1 acknowledge .1 a1ncere
'thanks to Dr.Jacob SUndara RaJa, Header 18 StaUst1cs aDd.
Srl.K. Ka11anaraman of the Deportment of ;.;-tat1~rtiC$ £or ad.vice
in statistical analys1s of the data.

I also wish to acknowlecl.Ji.e tile ass1s'tance .t.n photo­

pa.phic work received .from ~ir1.A.Kr1shn{i(n Kutty Nair and Sr1.M.
Kr1abna sa.J.t, Artist fhotographers of the Departmerlt of J:lotanJ.
I aa also grateful to the Director, Botanical .surveyor India,
Co1l&batoa-:tor belp 1n tbe verification of specleB determlna:t1on.
01 'tb8 materials used in 'th1s study. My thanks are due to all
the 'teachers and collegues in the departsnont \1ho bave contribu­
ted to the successful completion of this work.

I .. &1ao sratetu1 'to :the ·Universl-ty ot lenla en4 tbe
caDle.. tbe awar4 of Reaearch 'ellewsh1pa w.b1oh enabled. to
....., tNt ihi. 1JmtaUpUoa.




