Acknowledgments
A full seven years was spent in writing this thesis and has
accumulated debt to individuals and institutions without whose help this
work would not have been possible. I am grateful to my supervisor, Dr. R.L.
Hangloo for his critical appraisal of the work. He has painstakingly gone
through the drafts and helped me to complete this work so well.
I would not have pursued my study but for the encouragement of
Prof. I.P. Gupta, my earlier supervisor who left the department.
My sincere thanks are due to the Head of the Department, Prof. V.
Ramakrishna, whose ideas enriched me in understanding the early phase of
colonialism.
DR. Atlury Murali, for introducing me to the question of transition in
the early modern period of Indian history and for providing me with rare
books.
To Dr. K.H.S.S. Seshan for making me sensitive to the region called
Rayalaseema. I hope, this work has adequately brought out the early
integration of Rayalaseema into the coastal politics of the seventeenth century.
I am also thankful to the Dean, School of Social Sciences, Prof. T.R.
Sharma for his constant help.
I must single out with special mention, my heartfelt gratitude to
Prof. K.S. Mathew for drawing me into the world of Coromandel
coast and providing me an opportunity to learn Dutch language at
Pondicherry University. Unfortunately, I could not use most of the Dutch
sources due to my inadequate knowledge of the language.
To my teachers at Jawaharlal Nehru University, Prof. Harbans
Mukhia, Prof. Muzzafar Alam, Dr. K.K. Trivedi, and Prof. Champakalakshmi
for their constant encouragement and guidance.
To Professors, Richard Barnett of the University of Virginia, and
Andre Wink of the University of Wisconsin, Madison, for their comments on
the early drafts of my synopsis.
At the fag end of the thesis, I had the opportunity to meet a person
whose influence on this work is ubiquitous. Prof. Sanjay Subrahmanyam was
a pleasure to discuss with on matters concerning with trade and regional
economy.
To Dr. Swarnalatha for drawing the attention to the importance
weaving economy.
I personally thank the staff of Andhra Pradesh State Archives,
Hyderabad and Tamil Nadu State Archives, Madras, Connemera Library,

Madras, Oriental Manuscripts Library, Hyderabad and Madras, Indira
Gandhi Memorial Library, University of Hyderabad, Osmania university,
the Nehru Memorial Museum Library, Central Secretariat Library, Ratan
Tata Library, University of Delhi, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi,
for helping me to locate the necessary source material for this study.
I gratefully acknowledge to the Indian Council of Historical Research
(ICHR) for granting me financial assistance for a period of three (1991-1994)
years which allowed me to complete my work.
I am grateful to the former Vice-Chancellor, Bh. Krishnamurthy for
giving a short term fellowship to learn the Dutch language.
I am deeply conscious of my indebtedness to my office, The
Guardian and in particular, my Editors, Mr. C. Narender Reddy and Mr.
P.R. Reddi for having understood the importance of academic rerearch even
in a newspaper office. T. Bhaskar Reddy and G. Murthy, who provided me
the necessary inputs and computer facilities for the completion of this thesis.
My special thanks to my uncle, Mr. S. Veeranarayana Reddy for his
constant encouragment when most other family members had written me off.
Several of my friends pitched in to make my load lighter. In
particular, I would like to specially mention the 'shelter gang' of the
University of Hyderabad. My friends, Prasad Reddy, N.K. Meera, Rajgopal,
Mustapha, C.Srinivas, Dr. Anand, Capt. Ramesh and Bhatti for keeping me in
good humour in times of crisis.
Murali Mohan Reddy and Prasad made computer so easy for me.
Lastly, nothing will suffice to express my gratitude to the
perseverance of my parents who were a constant source of inspiration.

