CHAPTER.

II

WESTERN ORISSA ON THE EVE QP CHAUHAN RUIE tRecords and accounts, legends and traditions
unanimously give the credit of the foundation of Chauhan rule
in Western Orissa to Rama Deva or Ramai Dev a who was a scion
of Prithvlraja III. But there is a lot of controversy regarding
the time of this remarkable

man.

The Patna Manuscript of the

‘'Kosalananda”, which is the earliest available literary work
on the Chauhans of Orissa, makes our confusion more confounded
when it states that ’’the renowned king (Rama Deva), after
reigning for 52 years, enjoyed the company of the gods in
“"Kali year 4312. (Ravi Rama Yugavdake).”1 4312 of Kali Era
is equivalent to 1212 A.D, and,if we take it as the last year
of Ramai Deva, the date of his accession would be 1160 A.D.
(1212-52). But in that case, Ramai Deva becomes a predecessor
of Prithviraja III which is obviously inacceptable. This verse,
however, does not occur in the Sonepur edition of the Kosalananda.

1. KN (Ifetna MS) Canto XXII Vs. 9-10
Ravi- 12, Rama-Kt^r, Yuga-4.
The Gangas of Oilssa were using such terms to
denote particular number and the usual process of their
counting was from right to left.
This system also seems to be in vogue in Western Orissa
under the early Chauhan rulers.
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Most probably, it is a later interpolation.
The date of the foundation of the Chauhan
rule in Western Orissa can, however, be approximately fixed
on the internal evidence of the ’Kosalananda'. The Kavya
places as many as ten kings in between FBithvlraja III and
Ramai Deva,^ Prithviraja died in the year 1192 A.D. and, if
the ten kings, following him, would have reigned 160 to 170
years, Ramai Deva might have come to the throne at about 1360 A.D.
The literary evidence, discussed above, is
corroborated by the Narasimhanatha Temple Inscription of
Vaijala Deva I, -fhler of Patna. This inscription has been dated
in the cyclic year Vikari, Chaitra Purnami, Sukrawara, and
Hasta Nakshatra. According to Swami Kannu Pillai 1sr
2 3*Indian
4
Epheraeris*^

this date falls on 17th March 1413 A.B..Sri L.P.

PAndeya has the credit to calculate the date for the first
time correctly by working out the details. PAndit Vinayaka
Misr§ and Sri K.N. Mahapatra^ further observe that in considera
tion of the language and paleography of this inscription, it may

1.
2.
3.
4.

KN (Sonepur Ed) Verses 1-9. Vide Appendix
Vol. V p.28.
I.R.Q. Vol. XII p.485.
O.H.R.J• Vol. Ill Wo.3 p.143.

Genealogy Chart 1(A)
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safely be placed in the first quarter of the 15th Century
A.D.„Vai3ala Deva, the fourth ruler of Patna, must, therefore,
have come to the throne before A.D. 1413. If the three kings,
who preceded him, ruled about 50 to 60 years, Ramai Deva
might have become king at about 1360 A.D.

B.C. Majumdar fixes the date of Ramai
i
1
Deva*s accession at c/1400 A.D. But in that case, we have to
i

assign hardly ten years to the first three kings of this
dynasty^ which seems improbable. For these reasons, we may
assume circa 1360 A.D. as the date of accession of Ramai Deva
and the foundation of Chauhan rule in Patna region of
Western Orissa.
The political condition of Western Orissa
in the middle of the 14th Century A.D. was favourable for the
advent of this new dynasty. The Somsvamsins of S61TEH Kosala
had long since been ousted as a result of the military
campaigns of Rajendra Chola in 1022-23 A.D.^ Synchronous

1. Orissa in the Making p.224.
2.

E.I.

IX p. 223 ff and S.H. Part

I

pp.108-09.
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with the fall of the Somavaraslns, a branch of the
Kalachurls established themselves as rulers in western
part of Kbsala with Twamana as the capital. The leader
of this new branch of the Kalachurls was Kalingara^a.®
***“

His great- grandson Prithvi Beva I claims himself as the lord
/

of the entire Kbsala in his Araod grant dated 1079 A.D.

2

His son Jajalladeva, in his Ratanpur Inscription dated 1114 A,D.,1
S 2 3 4
takes the credit of defeating and capturing in battle one

SomesVara, Lord of Kbsala. Somes^ara of this inscription has
been identified by Rai Bahadur Hiralal with Somesvara of the
Chlndaka family of the Naga race of Bastar, the old name of
4
which was Chakrakota.
Prof. G. Ram Das takes him to be the

5
Telugn- Choda ruler, Somesvara II. In order to examine the
two views, we shall have a brief discussion of the rise and
role of the Chlndaka Nagas and their feudatories, the TeluguChodas, in the western region of Kosala.

1. E.I. Vol. I- p.45.ff.
2. E.I, V©1 XIX p.78
3. E.i. Vol. p.32 ff.
4. Hiralal- Inscription of C.P.
5. K.H.R.S. Vol. I

and Berar. p.ll?i

No.3 pp. 233-34.
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The earliest record of the Chindaka
Nagas^available to us^is a fragmentary epigraph from
Irrikot, about ten miles from fagdalpur.1 This inscription
✓

bears a date in Saka 945 corresponding to 1023 A.D. which
suggests that the Chindaka Nagas entered Bastar in the train
of Rajendra Chola's army that had set out on an expedition
2
against the eastern countries sometimes before that date.
q

THe Barsur inscription of 1060 A.D.

refers to the reign

of Chindaka Naga Maharaja Dharavarsa Jagadekabhusana and
records that his Telugu-Choda feudatory Mahamandalesvara
. —
_ _
_
*
Chandraditya Maharaja* Lord of Ammagama, built a Siva
temple called Chand*adityesvara, excavated a tank,
Chandraditya Samudra and laid out a garden, Chandraditya
Nandana Vana in its vicinity* Dharavarsa died soon after
1060 A.D. and the throne was usurped by another member of
the same family, Madhurantaka. We feet two records of his
-

-

reign viz. the Dantegwara inscription of lo6l A.D.

an&

1. Hiralal p. 166.
2. D.C. Sircar- Some southern dynasties in M.P. and
Orissa p.2.
3. Hiralal pp. 158-59.
4. Hiralal. p. 165 NO.283.
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the Raipur Plates of 1065 A.D* Axiatxpt Madhurantaka was
dethoroned and killed by Dharavarsa's son Somesvara1
2
ay *

sometimes before 1069 A.D.3 A
4 lABge number of inscriptions,
belonging to the long reign of Somesvara^are available to
us. In one of them, he is credited with the annexation of
six lakhs and niiffcysix villages of Kosala country.5 6
It is
interesting in this connection to note that Yasoraia I,
father of Dharavarsa's Telugu-Choda feudatory, Chandraditya,
is known to have carved out a kingdom in Kos^ala^, Dr. D.C.
Sircar's suggestion that Yasoraja entered Kosala as a

1. E.I. Vol. IX pp.174 ff.
2. Kuruspal Insc. E.I. Vol. X pp.174 ff.
3. The earliest record of the reign of Somesvara
is one of the two Kuruspal Inscriptions of
*
Bharana MahadevT, the second queen of Somesvara
and it.bears a/date in the Cyclic year Khara
which fell in Saka 991 corresponding to 1069
A.B..E.I. Vol.X p.31 ff vol. IX p.163.
4. We know from Barsur Inscription ( E.I. Vol. IX
pp. 162 ff) that Someivara was living in 1108 A.D.
The earliest available inscription belonging to
the reign of his son Kanharadeva was the^
Narayanpal.Inscription of Gunda Mahadevi dated
18th October III A.D.
Hlralal. p.160.
5. E.I. Vol X pp.25 ff.
6. Patna Museum Plates E.I. Vol. XIX No.16.

lieutenant of Chindaka NAga Somesvara-/ appears1 quite
reasonable. After this conquest, Somesvara probably
appointed Yasoraja to govern that territory on his behalf.
Three copper-plate grants, issued from
Suvarnapura by the Telugu- Choda rulers of South Kosala,
are available to us. They are the Kumarisi^mhl plates,2
the Patna Museum plates3 and the Mahada Copper-plates.4 5
The first two were granted by one Somesvara in the Ilth
and l?th year of his reign respectively and the last was
issued by another Somesvara in the 23rd year of the reign
of his overlord^whose name was also Somesvara.® This last
/
m
—
mentioned Somesvara can be no other than the Chindaka Naga
Somesvara who, as noted above, came to the throne*sometimes
before 1069 A.D, So the date of accession of Somesvara of
Mahada plates may be eirca 1090 A.D. The genealogical tables

1. D.C. Sircar- Some Southern Dynasties in M.P.
and Orissa, p.8.
2. E.I. Vol, XII No.29.
3. E.I. Vol. XIX No.16.
4. E.I.Vol. XXVIII pp.283 ff.
5. Mahada Copper-plates. Lines, 9-11 (Second plate)
Dr. D.C. Sircar takes Somesvara, the overlord, as
Somesvara, the feudatory.
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we get from these three copper-plates, are as follows.

msexm

ggmarlgiinfcft plates.*

Patna

plates.

Chandradltyadeva

Challamaraja

Yasorajadeva

Yasorajadeva I

/
Somesvaradeva (donor)
'Somesvaradeva I

Unnamed Son

/_
Yasorajadeva
Some svaradeva
(donor)

Mahada Plates tSomesvaradeva
_ _/

_

Dharalladeva alias Yasoraja
Somesvaradeva (donor)
The Unnamed son of Yasoraja I of PAtna Museum
Plates can be no other than Chandradltyadeva of Kumarisiraha’
grant and can be identified with Chandradltyadeva, LS5M of
Ammagama of Barsur inscription. As he has been ignored in
the genealogical table of Ihtna Museum Plates and at the
same time has not been mentioned as king in the Kumarisimha
Plates, it appears that he did not succeed to the throne of
Kosala. Somesvaradeva, the grandfather of the donor of
Mahada Plates, can be identified with Somesvaradeva I of
Patna Museum Plates. Comparing the three corner- plates,
we can thus make a consolidated genealogical table of the'
/

Telugu- Choda rulers of Kosala.

t

■
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Challamaraja

1

(1) Yasoraja I c. 1070 A.D. ( Lord of Kosala)

(2 )

J

Somesvara I
_ /
(3) Dharalladeva alias
Yasoraja II

(#)

Somesvara II«o<J.090
(donor of Mahada
plates)

Chandraditya (Lord of Amraagama)
c. 1060.

( 6)

/
Yasoraja III (Successor of
Somesvara II)

/
(6) Somesvara III _
(donor of Patna and
Kumarisimha Plates)

i

As already noted, Somesvara II was the Lord
of Kosala in cir. 1090 A.D. He, probably being issueless,
was succeeded by Yasoraja III, who must have been sufficiently
aged by that, time and hence must have ruled for a very brief
period. Somesvara III, therefore, came to the throne towards
the close of the 11th century or in the beginning o£ the 12th
century A.D. If is mentioned in Kumirisimha Gopper-plates that
a gift of land was made at the time of the-lunar eclipse
that happened on the 15th of the month of Magha (Maghamasi
Paurnamasyam Tithau Chandragrahoparage). According to Sewell'g
“Eclipse of the moon in India'* there were two lunar eclipses
on the full moon days of MAgha in the first decade of the 12th
century A.D. They took place.on 21st January, 1106, Sunday and
10th January, 1107* Thursday. If one of these dates be the 11th

1. Figures in the bracket on the left of the rulers indicate
their succession to the throne chronologically.

-!
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year of the reign of Somesvara II, his Patna Museum grant,
which is dated in the 17th year, Jyestb^Sudi, will correspond
to May 1112 or 21113 A.D. and his year of accession must^therefore^
be 109S or 1096 A.©, We do not get any record of Somesvara III
or any of his successors after 1113 A,D* If is, therefore,
plausible that he was defeated and was captured by Jajalladeva
of Batanpur and consequently the rule of the Telugu- Chodas
/

ended in South Kosala comprising Western Orissa*
The Chindaka Naga king, Somesvara, was succeeded
by his son Kariharadeva in cir. 1110 A.D.* and this dynasty
continued to rule over Bastar down to the 14th eentury.

2 We

know that there was a struggle for power between Batanpur and
Kosala even before Jajalladeva whose father Prithvi Deva claims
t

to have defeated the Kosala king sometimes before 1079 A.©,
After that, the Telugu- Chodas seeing to have been reinstalled in
that region by their over lord, Somesvaradeva. It must have
injured the martial spirit of Jajalladeva^who was seeking
opportunity to reqccupy Kosala* So, when after a long rule,
the powerful Somesvara a was succeeded by his son,Kariharadeva,
Jajalladeva invaded Kosala and defeated and captured its Telugu/

Choda ruler Somesvara III* Since then that region came under the
0

J

1, THe earliest record belonging to this king is the Warayapapala
inscription of Gun$a Mahadevi dated 18th October IIII A.D. %
Hiralal- p.160 Wo'.2?2
E.I. IX p.311 ff and pp.161-162.
.
•
2, Themera Sati inscription of Saka Samvat 1246
to 1324 A.D. HIralSl- W0.282 p.165.
E.I. Vol. X pp*39-40.

corresponding
^
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sovereignty of the Kalachuris.

This took pla^e sometimes

before 1114 A.D., the date of Ratanpnr inscription of
Jajalladeva.
It was about this time that the Ganga kingf'-v.
Chodaganga of Kalinga, occupied TJtkala, defeating the last
Somavamsi king, who was very likely Karnadeva. The Korni

.

*

Copper-plate grant of Chodaganga, dated Saka Era 1034 or
1112 A.D,, reveals that he was the overlord of Ntkala on
the east and 'Sengl on the west by the time of the issue
o
of that grant;
An ambitious king like him, who conquered
the entire coastal territory from the Godavari in the south
to the Ganges In the north,3 felt the necessity of acquiring

1, For Kalaehuri reign of Orissa please vide
K.C. Panigrahi1s *‘Chronology of the Bhaumakaras* *
(Madras' 1961) pp. 9-10. Also ‘Kalachuri coins
from Sonepur^by B.B. Hath in O.H.R.J. Vol. I
No.l April, 1952.
2. J.A. H.R.S. Vol. I p. 113. ^

■cf^SkT

3. OHRJ Vol .1 NO.4 p.274.
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Western Orissa which once formed a part

of the

Somavamsin kingdom. As a successor of the Somavamsins in
Utkala by conquest, he now made preparations to recover
that area from the hands of the Kalachuris. The first
Ganga-Kalachuri conflict took place in or about 1113 A.D.
and the struggle between the two continued for a long time.
The Kharod1 and.the PendrSbandha2 inscriptions issued by
the successors of Jajalladeva clearly testify to the defeat
of Chodaganga and his son Kamarnava at the hands of the
Kalachuri kings, Ratnadeva II and Prithvldeva II respectively*
The Ganga epigraphic records of the period, however, remain
completely silent about these defeats.
For more than fifty years after Kamarnava*
we do not hear of any war between the Kalachuris and the
Gangas from any inscription. In the Ghatesvar inscription
dated 12^) A.D.^ it is described that Vishnu, the* Gommand&rin-ehief of Anaagabhimadeva III (1211-1238 A.D.), went in
an expedition towards Tumana for a trial of strength with

1. Kharod Inse. of Ratnadeva III (Kal?ye*mri Samvat 933)
E.I. Vbl. XXI p.161
Ind. Ant. Vol. XXII P.82.
2. E.I. Vol. XXIII p.l ff.

%

%

27
the ruler of that country, who was greatly terrified3*. This
fight with Tummana king^who was very likely Pratapamallaj
took place about 1211 A.D. and resulted in the defeat of the
Kalachuris and the annexation of Western Orissa by the Ganga
king. This is also supported by the Madalapanji, where it is
stated that the king had increased income of the state by
increasing the territories ujfeo Sone pur in the west3, ^h©
occupation of Western Orissa by the Gangas is also supported
by the Khameswari Temple inscription of Sonepur which discloses
the fact that a Ganga Governor was stationed in that region
probably with headquarters at $£onepur during the rule of
Bhanu Deva I (1264-1278 A.D.), the grandson of Anagabhimadevalllf
After the conquest of Western Orissa, the subsequent Ganga
rulers appear to have left the internal administration of
this territory to some feudatory chiefs and they themselves
remained satisfied with the tributes, they paid

Mad*na

1. E.I. Vol. XXDC p. 126,127 & 131. „
rlfe^T
,...........,

'q^jfp.

2. O.H.R.J. VOX. X lo.4 1962
Pratapamalla was the king of Tummana in cir, 1210
8.D. ( K.H.R.S. Vol. I No*2 p.161.
3. Madalapanji ( PrSchi edition) pp. 28-29.
4. O.H.K.J. Vol. X No.4 & E.I. XXXII pp.325 ff.
6. KN Canto I, Verses 26-26.

c^1 ’
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Mahadeva, ruling over Kamala Mandala (Modern Kalahandi State)
in Saka year 1153 ( Rama Vana %dra Samvastara) or 1231 A.D.,
was,very likely one such feudatory of the Ganga king.1 2 3
Khameswari Temple Inscription, referred to above, states that
an officer, nam^d Sankar, with the titles of Sam a lit a and
TTishayapati, had been sationed by the king at Sons pur as the
Governor .of that part of his kingdom,® Another Governor of the
Gan gas, who was probably Harinath Deva of the local tradition,
was administering the Paljna reg ion with his headquarters at
—
3
_
—
Pat n a gar h. Since about that time Patnagarh became a flourishing
metropolis in Western Orissa. After Harinath Deva, his son^
Kurtibasa Deva became the ruler of Patna4* He died without any
issue and his widow queen Kumar£, ruled the country for sometimes
with the help of her eight geserais known as Mullicks. In the
time ©f war, these Mullicks were leading the army to the battle
field, while in the time of peace, they were in charge of internal

1. Temple Inscription at Narla. Saka Samvat 1153.
The inscription has not yet been edited.
2. B.I. Volv XXXII pp.325 ff.
O.H.R.J. Vol. X No.4.
3. S.G. Mallick- 1 A short history of Kosala*or
Pat na X in Oriya) p. 82.
4. Ibid p.83.
%

%
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administration. Each of them had been assigned with a *garh'
as an administrative headquarters* The eight garhs were
(1) Patnagarh (2) Kangan-garh(S) Salebhata-garh

*_

„

>

l

(4) Jarasingha-garh (5) Sindhekela-garh (6) Kolhan-garh
(?) Kumna-garh and (8) Gora-garh.1 2After the death of Rani

Hemanta Kumari, no single chief assumed the rein of administr
ation and the eight Mullieks evolved a tradition of governing
the territory, one day each by turn. A Brahmin^Chakradhara
Panigrahi, was the leader of these Mullieks.
The tradition of the rule of the eight
Mullieks*. is, indeed, too strong to be ignored or overlooked.
We will see in the next chapter that it has been referred to
in almost all the records, foreign or indigenous, dealing with
the history of the Patna State. It was first hinted JLn the
•Kosalanarada*

where it is stated that eight ministers were

ruling successively over the country like eight loving brothers.3
But a detailed description of the event is found for the first
time in the *Jaya Ghandrika- of Prahllad Du bey.4

1. K.H.R.S. Vol. I No. 1 p.110
2. J.C. Canto I.
3. KN Canto I Verse 30.
4. J.C. Canto I.

\
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I* this connection it is interesting to note
that the number of the members of a cabinet as recommended
by Manp is seven or eight*'*" The number*1 eight* had become
nearly fixed when the * Sukranit i*was written2 3and
4 on (its)
tradition the Asta Pradhana of Sivaji was founded.
♦ *

Asta* •

Kulaka, a judicial council of eight members in the case of
4

a gana or republic,was alsfi prevalent in ancient India.
So*# the Asta Mullick rule in Patna State was in full consonance
» •

»

with Hindu polity.
The middle of the 14th century was a critical
period for the Ganga rule in Orissa. In the north, Shamsuddin
Illiyas Shah, Governor of Bengal, rose in power and declared
himself independent of the Sultan of Delhi in 1345

a.D.

In

the south^two powerful and independent states were founded:Vijayanagara empire in 1336 A.D. and Bahmani kingdom in
1347 A.D. All of them were casting longing eyes on the
extensive Ganga empire of Orissa. Besides, the Sultans of
1. K*nu VII-54
2. Sukraniti II 71-72.
3. K.P* Jayaswal- Hindu polity, (second edition) p.293.
4. Ibid. p. 40-50.

•

*

Delhi were making serious efforts t© bring the whole of
India under their sway. The Ganga rulers at that time,
being engrossed with these foreign dangers, did not seem
to have taken any serious notice of the political changes
in Western Orissa.
The Ganga king, Bhanudeva III, who came to
the throne in 1352 A.D#J had to encounter a stormy and
troubulous period. In the very year of his accession,,
Shamsuddin Illiyas Shah of Bengal led a raiding expedition
on Orissa and took away a number of elephants.1 Thre®
years after that, in 1356 A.D., San gam II, nephew of the
founder of Vijayanagara empire, Bukka I, invaded Orissa
and defeated Bhanudeva III* The Portuguese traveller,
Fernao Nunez, states that the Raja of Vijayanagara” took
the kingdom of oriya which is very great? it touches on
Bemgalla.**8 Butt most probably, it was a mere raid and not a
war ©f conquest.3 Bhanudeva III had to face the greatest
onslaught in 1361 A.D. when Sultan Firuz Tughluq invaded
and raided Orissa* Ha had to make M Overtures for peace
1. Ain-i-Akbari Vol. II p.219 note 1.
Ferlshta, trans by Briggs Vol IV.
2. Sewell-

a

forgotten gmpire p.300.

3. H.K. Mahtab- History of Orissa p.253.
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giving twenty elephants to the Sultan and further agreed
to furnish a certain number every year as tribute."3.
The victorious Firuz retured to Kara via Sambalpur.
Sll those inroads and invasions had a great
effect on the politics of the Patna region^ where the Gahga
Governor had long since died and the state was governed by
Asta Mullick o|ili#archy. There was a sort of anarchy in that
territory and the common people longed for a king of Kshatriya
blood. The opporjdt^ity was utilised by Hamai Deva, a Chauhan
Rajput, who had been brought up by the chief of the Mullicks,
a Brahmin. Prudent and popular, he studied the general feeling
of the common people, won over the state army to his side
and at last seized the throne by a

coup de etat. Thus was

founded the Chauhan dynasty in Patna State. '"A branch of
Patna family of Chauhan dynasty of Orissa” remarks
*

•

Sri

L.P. Pandeya,” which the Indian students of history will
ever remember with interest as the destroyer of an ancient
Indian system of a form of republic Government, soon rose
to power and importance."*2

X. Elliot and D owson. - pp 212-216.
3 O.H.R.J. Vol. 1 No. 1 pp 31-35.
2. I.H.Q. Vol. XI
- P.568.
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