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Annexure-V

China-Russia Joint Statement on 21st Century World Order
Chinese President Hu Jintao and Russian President Putin signed the Joint
Statement of the People's Republic of China and the Russian Federation
Regarding the International Order of the 21st Century in Moscow on 1 July. The
full text of the joint statement follows:
Joint Statement of the People's Republic of China and the Russian
Federation Regarding the International Order of the 21st Century
The PRC [People's republic of China] and the Russian Federation
(hereinafter referred to as the "two sides" for short), taking the opportunity of the
60th anniversary of the victory in World War II and the 60th anniversary of the
founding of the United Nations,
Acting on the basis of the historical responsibility for world peace and
development in their capacities as permanent members of the United Nations
Security Council,
Strictly abiding by the propositions on building a multipolar world and a
new international order as enunciated in the Joint Statement of the People's
Republic of China and the Russian Federation Regarding Global Multipolarity
and the Establishment of a New International Order of 23 April 1997,
Confirming the strategic cooperative partnership between the two sides as
reiterated in the Treaty of Good-Neighbourliness, Friendliness, and Cooperation
of the People's Republic of China and the Russian Federation of 16 July 2001,
Issue the following statement:
1.

The world today is undergoing historic changes. The process of building a
new international order will be complicated and lengthy.
Peace and development remain the main theme of the times. The

phenomena of imbalance and conflict still exist in the course of development of
global multipolarity and economic globalization, which are an important trend in
the current stage of development of mankind. Relationships of interdependence
among countries have been greatly strengthened.
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The central task for mankind in the 21st century is to safeguard peace,
stability, and security for all of mankind and to achieve comprehensive and
coordinated development under the conditions of equality, safeguarding
sovereignty, mutual respect, mutual benefit, and ensuring the development
prospects of future generations.
Mankind has opportunities to jointly achieve the aforementioned
objectives and also is faced with numerous global challenges such as international
terrorism, the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, the disparity between
rich and poor, environmental degradation, infectious diseases, organized
transnational crimes, and drug trafficking.
2.

The problems facing mankind can only be solved on the basis of

universally recognized principles and norms of international law and in a fair and
rational world order. Countries in the world should strictly observe the principles
of mutual respect for each other's sovereignty and territorial integrity, mutual non
aggression, non-interference in each other's internal affairs, equality, mutual
benefit, and peaceful coexistence.
The right of countries to choose their development paths in light of their
own conditions, equally participate in international affairs, and seek development
on an equal footing should be fully guaranteed. Differences and disputes must be
settled peacefully without the adoption of unilateral action and coercive policy
and without resort to the threat of force or the use of force.
The peoples of all countries should be allowed to decide the affairs of their
own countries, and world affairs should be decided through dialogue and
consultation on a multilateral and collective basis. The international community
should thoroughly renounce the mentality of confrontation and alignment, should
not pursue the right to monopolize or dominate world affairs, and should not
divide countries into a leading camp and a subordinate camp.
3.

The United Nations is the world's most universal, representative, and

authoritative international organization, and its role and functions are
irreplaceable. The United Nations should play a leading role in international
affairs and serve as the core for establishing and executing the basic norms of
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international law. UN peacekeeping operations should be in compliance with the
aims and principles of the United Nations Charter. Relevant resolutions of the
Security Council must be strictly observed, and cooperation between the United
Nations on the one hand and regional and sub-regional organizations on the other
should be carried out. The United Nations should play a greater role in the study
of global economic and development issues.
Reforms of the United Nations should be aimed at strengthening its
leading role in international affairs, improving its efficiency, and enhancing its
potential for dealing with new challenges and threats. Reforms should be based on
the principle of achieving consensus through consultation and should fully
embody the common interests of the vast numbers of member-countries.
4.

The positive significance of the process of globalization lies in drawing on

unprecedented vibrant economic and trade relations and exceptionally broad
access to open information to promote global economic development. On the
other hand, the development of globalization is greatly uneven, and the gap
between developed countries and regions on the one hand and other countries and
regions in the world on the other is widening. To ensure the sound development
of the process of globalization, coordination and mutually beneficial cooperation
among countries and regions should be strengthened; all discrimination in
economic relations should be eliminated; the gap between rich and poor should be
narrowed; and common prosperity should be promoted through expanding and
deepening economic, trade, and scientific and technological exchanges.
The international community should establish an economic and trade regime that
is comprehensive and widely accepted and that operates through the means of
holding negotiations on an equal footing, discarding the practice of applying
pressure and sanctions to coerce unilateral economic concessions, and bringing
into play the roles of global and regional multilateral organizations and
mechanisms.
5.

Developing countries, which account for the majority of the world's

population, are an important force in safeguarding world peace and development.
The international community should pay close attention to the issue of eliminating
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the gap in the development levels of developing countries and developed
countries. The way to resolve the issue is, first and foremost, to ensure that all
members of the international community can equally take advantage of the social,
economic, scientific and technological, informational, cultural, and other
opportunities stemming from globalization to strengthen mutually beneficial
North-South and South-South cooperation and to achieve common development.
The countries concerned should discharge the relevant duties that they shoulder in
the United Nations and within other multilateral frameworks.
6.

Human rights are universal. Countries should respect the human rights and

basic freedoms enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, promote
efforts to guarantee and safeguard human rights in light of their own conditions
and traditions, and settle their differences through dialogue and cooperation on the
basis of equality and mutual respect. International human rights protections
should be based on the principles of firmly safeguarding the sovereign equality of
all countries and not interfering in each other's internal affairs.
7.

The histories and traditions of multi-ethnic countries must be respected,

and so must their efforts to promote harmonious coexistence and common
development for various ethnic groups and to safeguard national unity. Any
actions that are aimed at dividing sovereign countries and inciting hatred among
ethnic groups are unacceptable. No social and political systems and models
should be imposed from the outside without regard for the objective process of
social development in sovereign countries.
8.

The diversity of cultures and civilizations in the world should become the

basis for mutual enrichment rather than mutual conflict. The main trend of the
world today is not towards a "clash of civilizations"; rather, it underscores the
imperative of engaging in global cooperation. The diversity of civilizations in the
world and the diversification of development models should be respected and
safeguarded. Differences in the historical backgrounds, cultural traditions, social
and political systems, value concepts, and development paths of countries should
not become an excuse for interfering in the internal affairs of other countries.
Different civilizations should conduct dialogue, exchange experiences, draw on

407
each other’s experiences, learn from each other's strong points to make up for their
own shortcomings, and seek common progress on the basis of mutual respect and
tolerance. Cultural exchanges should be increased in order to establish relations of
friendship and trust among countries.
9.

The two sides call on the international community to make joint efforts to

establish a new security framework on the basis of mutual trust, mutual benefit,
equality, and cooperation. The framework should have the universally recognized
norms of international relations as its political foundation and mutually beneficial
cooperation and common prosperity as its economic foundation, and should be
built on the basis of respecting the equal security rights of all countries. Dialogue,
consultation, and negotiation on an equal footing should become the means for
settling conflicts and safeguarding peace.
The two sides support the preservation and consolidation of global
strategic stability, as well as the legal system and the multilateral process of arms
control, disarmament, and nonproliferation. The two sides are in favour of
facilitating the entry into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty as
soon as possible and of promoting efforts to strengthen the universality and
effectiveness of such arms control and nonproliferation treaties as the Treaty on
the Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the Convention on the Prohibition of
Biological Weapons, and the Convention on the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons. The two sides call for the peaceful use of outer space and for the
prevention of the deployment of weapons and an arm race in outer space.
Relevant international legal documents should be drawn up for this purpose.
The two sides believe that in the face of new threats and challenges,
further effective measures should be taken to prevent the proliferation of weapons
of mass destruction, their delivery carriers, and relevant materials. The two sides
are determined to cooperate closely within the framework of relevant international
organizations and forums and to expand cooperation with other countries. The
issue of proliferation should be resolved through political, diplomatic, and
international cooperation within the framework of international law.
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The two sides will promote the implementation of the initiative to
establish a UN-led global system to deal with new threats and challenges on the
basis of the United Nations Charter and other relevant norms of international law.
International cooperation should be strengthened within the new security
framework in a joint effort to explore ways to cut off the sources of financing and
social foundations for terrorism and to eradicate terrorist and extremist ideas namely, the trends of thought of violence and ethnic, national, and religious
hatred. No double standards should be adopted on this issue. All members of the
international community should resolutely condemn the gross violations of human
rights by terrorists and terrorist organizations. Terrorist organizations must be
prevented from acquiring and using weapons of mass destruction and their
delivery vehicles.
10.

Regional integration is an important characteristic of the development of

the current international situation. The two sides pointed out that multilateral
regional organizations established on the basis of regional openness, cooperation
on an equal footing, and non-targeting of other countries are playing a positive
role in the process of shaping a new international order. In the economic sphere,
regional initiatives should promote greater openness and effectiveness in trade
communities. In the sphere of regional security, the establishment of security
cooperation mechanisms that take into account the interests of all parties, are
open, and are not directed at other countries has fundamental significance. The
two sides support organizations of regional integration in their efforts to establish
lateral ties and to create an atmosphere of mutual trust and cooperation.
11.

The new type of state-to-state relationship between China and Russia is

making a major contribution to building a new international order. The practice of
Sino-Russian relations attests to the vitality of the principles enunciated in this
statement. At the same time, it shows that good-neighbourly, friendly, and
cooperative relations can be effectively developed and various problems solved
on this basis.
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The two countries are determined to make unremitting joint efforts with
other countries concerned to build a world that is developed and harmonious and
to become important constructive forces in a secure global system.
12.

Building a rational and fair international order in the 21st century is a

process of constantly seeking positions and decisions that are acceptable to all. A
new international order can become truly universal only if all members of the
international community endorse its aims and norms.
The two sides call on countries in the world to engage in extensive
dialogue on the issue of the international order of the 21st century. To a great
extent, the future of the world, the progress of mankind, and the ability to deal
with challenges and threats depend on the outcome of this dialogue.

[Signed by]
Hu Jintao
President of the People's Republic of China
Dated 1 July 2005, in Moscow

Vladimir Putin
President of the Russian Federation

